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US senator apolog

izes
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to GMA for ‘Afghanistan’ tag on RP

Brownback takes it back.
President Arroyosaid US Sen.
Sam Brownback apologized to

i Spe VILLANUEVA

‘made by the US Emi
She dislosed it s it
tal

¥ to make clarifica-
Yons, you m.nw..b.,cu must
him.”

the Philippines s the next target,
after Afghanistan, of the Us-led
international ant-terrorism cam-

paign.

“The statement, which he made
in connection with the anti-ter-
rorism training conducted by
American troopers in Basilan,
greatly alarmed the Filipino pub-
I

Mus. Arroyo told Palace re-
porters that she impressed upon

hat his statements
were not helping the Philippines
or the US oot

wllh US President George W.
Busi d her that he

 The President eaﬂm refuted

by join her in New York
for the World Economic Forum
tobe held on Jan. 30.

President said that she
explained to Brownback how his
statements will not only make it
‘more difficult to rescue his con-

stituents but will o delay the
acquisition of new equipment
et
inteligencefor the Blikatan ex-
ercises.

dm me htmempogaty A

otheronthephore, wichedo  diers need is equipment and e Buhars couple happens in
inyway even if I'm here” she ;" And that is what Bush  the course of this year's conduct
sid lnughing ave us.” of the Balikatan military exercis-
L pointed out that > The President said it will be a5 in Basilan and Zamboanga
uipmen be g ieve beras  the e City.
US for th
n’ to

brought here by
Balikatan js “in addit

long o he U launched its
ant-terroristattacks in Afghani-
stan to flush out the al-Gaeda
network which is believed to be
ipporting the terrorist activities
‘of Muslim groups in Mindanao.
She said she decided to an-
‘nounce the holding of the Balika-
tan_exercises carlier than
planned. She wanted the obser-
i 15and

assistance contained in the
joint communiqué
Tush issued at the end of their
talkeat the White Hous n Sep-
tember last yea
“Actualya Totof what they
in Balikatay
ot aasiion ko the
5100 million, although a lot of it
is part o it she aid. That i

forts o rescue the American cou-
ple, Martinand Gracia Burnham,
his' constituents from Kansas,
who are stil d hostage
e A Syl i Basion
‘The President said she was
able to talk with Brownback on
Saturday through arrangements

implementation of the training
$o [ ssd his satements were

ter-productive to his pur-
pose,” she admonished Brown-
back.
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inning 1 told

Fresident Bush that

term of reference

then announce it in a proposed
joint statement with President
ush in New York on Jan. 30

3 u.;m e ‘companies.
rroyo earlier reaffirmed.
her ol frust and confidence in

‘working visitto the US.
i o be o weekaaf
terthe fact” shesaid, “and I said
it's more transparent to an-
nounce it before Jan. 15."

Mrs. Arroyo did not elaborate
on her phone conversation with
Bush on Satiurday. “He called me.

night and he said
he's not gonna be in New York.
Soif ever, we'll just talk to each

p:
e to Shniifne the Abu Seyyat
on its own without waiting for
reinforcements from American

roopers.
She recalled v sresed
this point to Bush at the White
House e Sep(ember “When | .. e T
Do you wil iden royo meets it kidnsp v owena Tiu yester-
o you wile Maiac: ...’.ng it wos Kidnapped fate ast year In San Fernando
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