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“1 think s a signal hon-
ortobeon the coverof T
‘magazine,” President Ar-
r0y0 told Palace reporters
yesterday after copies of

ere distributed

to Cabinet members and
presidential advisers.
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doubts on whether Mrs, Artoyo is deserving of that morniker.
‘The tag “Iron Lady of Asia” was bestowed on Mrs. Arroyo by

the London-based newspaper, The Fnan-

cial Times, in its Dec. 26 issue containing

165 ysar-ond report on world leaders. It put

her in the league of other world women

leaders, among them British Prime Minis-

ter Margaret Thatcher, the original “Iron

b

e President said she was not sur-
rised. atall that Timewas reluctan o cal
er *

Wl time wil tell whether the answer

Isrightar wrong”
been qulte critca of peopl
not really expect it to be
She hastily point
not a “solicited!

surely will expect upsides and downsides,
because that's the b ?mul Timetreatment,
“Overall I think it's a balanced article,”

cpage astceon President Artoyo
was writin by Tine correpoent in Ma-

nila, Phil Zabrieski, with reports from Nel-
Iy Sindayen, The inside story was titled
“Power and Clors” and thesubhend read:

“She survived hef first year — barely.
with coup rumors

Gloria  Arroyo’s
toughest days lie

The _interview

her first year in of-
fice by embarking
on a roadshow of

finaliover i
itsallove the cour

ticle quot-
et b
scribing herself as

“an economist with

32 million people in
the Philippines who
live below the pov-

e arti-

quoted Mrs. Arroyo
admitting she is
“more than
tactile” to explain
‘why she shuns pho-
torops like picking
up and hugging 2
staryi
“T aps, i do
that,” she told Tim
“But the firs
that goes into my
: ‘What pol
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The e quon
ed some Palace of-
ficials as saying
that “her populari-
by o solid but

co u
Erap wielded.”
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