Abubakar converted
into Army camp =

Camp Abubakar the
‘main base of the secession-
it Moro Istamic Liberaion
Front (MILF), 5 no more.
To end persstent talk of
retuning o the MILF its

g
3t
i

Philippine Army unit to
arters to

now on as Camp Datu Sin-
suat - in Maguindanao

Arroyo announced
s new name dur”

“Life is back to normal
jow here. There is no more
a amp Abubakat” she sid
Camp Datu Sinsuat will
be the new home of the Ar-
my’s 603rd Infantry Bri-
gade, whose headquarters
in Pigkawayan town sev-
enal Kilometers rmm the
former bl c
o W
'to the entire Philip-
ines and to the ‘whole
world, especially to doubt-
ers that we might
camp to the rebels, that
Camp Abubalar s entiely
i the hands o
lic o the Fhlhppmes
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¢ Located in an area surround-
&d by the towns of Barira, Bul-
don” and Matanog, Camp
Abubakar — along with other
MILF camps in ofher nearby
— was captured by
e military in  massve offen-
inmid-2000 ordered by then
Fmsldel\l Joseph Esrada
the Arroyo admin-

Abubakar converted into ron e

residents that any peace deals
the government makes with the
MIL]

1

(s agreements with

The money came from a US-
AID-funded govemment liveli-
b

The presidential party was

the rebels. North Cotabato was
i by

law.

“If we look for ways (to
achieve) peace, it is always un-
der the sovereignty of the Phil-
ippines, always under the con-
sttutionality of the Philippines,”
M. Arroyo ai

Seraon
ements with the rebels drew
suspicions that the MILF would
et back it bases, which Ml
cafiang denied.
Mrs. Arroyo reassured local

Wbl i there are
it (tebels) marching
camp,” Mrs, Arroyojoked, efer.
ring to the North Cotabato gov-
ernor who had crificized the ad-

one
MILF rebels
06200 hectres comprising
the former Camp Abul
G050 nfancy Begade o i
cupy 50 hectares, and the rest
e
Buldon and Matanog towns.
Mis. Atroyo hended out
checks totaling P6.7 million to
ide livelihood assistance to

formcr MILF rebelslve normal
lives

royo was accompa-

nid by Fest Gonseman ke

Arroyo, several Cabinet mem-

s, US Ambassador Francis

Riccardone, his wite oficials

supposed to fly from Cotabato
City's P-

ter,

ie Liberation Front, my gover-
ment is tand with
you in xuppnnlng .
ment” hes

‘where in the world. The visit was

success and. the people of

ph= g

base. "
In his brief femarks to local
idents,

10g 8 s peace agreement that
would hold and bring prosperi-

fromtl
Agency forInarmatonmi AL
d weather forced Mirs. Ar-

Washington's “full support” to
the Arroyo administration’s
ives with the MILE.

area.”
Riccirdone, whose lat post
‘was Turkey, delighted local resi-

g AhsmmAmbxc

tabato City

ture improvements in the former
rebel base.

d
more difficult by three days of
avy rain.

“Imver

firm to you, Madame President,

as your government reaches
agreement with the Moro Islam-
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pleolAbubakzr, el 1
fchu Vilanuevs, John Unson
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