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trade hub of the Middle East and the
Persian Gulf.

“We will inform them (investors) the
Philippines is one of the best value for
investments,” he said.

A business delegation will accompa-
ny Mrs. Arroyo to Dubai, he added.

Bunye said Mrs. Arroyo has made
clear from Day One of her administra-

tion that interna-
tional relations
would be the cen-
terpiece of her ad-
ministration’s po-
litical and econom-
ic reform agenda.
“Indeed, active
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and protecting our valued overseas Fil-
ipino workers,” he said.

In her speech at the annual vin
q}l'honneur at Malacafiang last week,
“"Mrs. Arroyo said she is determined to

pursue a strong foreign policy.

Last year, Mrs. Arroyo visited the
United States, China, Japan, Singapore,
New Zealand, India and Australia,
Spain, the Vatican, the United Kingdom,
Portugal, France, Kuwait and Africa as
part of efforts to forge security allianc-
es, encourage investments, and protect
the interest of OFWs.

“For the Philippines to succeed, we
must aggressively engage the world. We
continue this engagement in 2007 as we
have done th my

global
is important for
broadening and
deepening our ties,
forging security al-
liances, encourag-
ing investments

she said.

“We will continue it in 2008. We need
the world and we like to think the world
needs us - our hardworking people, our
ideal geographic location and our reli-
ability as a friend and ally.”
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