Hat ion

GMA orders stepped up drive vs poverty

By PAOLO ROMERO

President Arroyo has instructed the
National Anti-Poverty Commission
(NAPC) to strengthen its programs as the
Philippines’ population is expected to hit
more tlla-lan 90 million this year.

NAPC chief Secretary Domingo Pan-
ganiban, in a statement, said the govern-
ment’s ongoing anti-poverty programs
were meant to extend the benefits of
growing economy to the people, particu-
larly the poorest Filipinos. ;

He said the Arroyo administration’s pro-
grams are on the right track and their bene-
fits have trickled down to the poor as re-
flected by the recent results of the Social

Weather ‘Stations
(SWS) survey show-
ing that the self-rat-
ed poverty inci-
dence in the fourth
quarter of 2007 went
down to 46 percent
from 52 percent in
three months.

“The survey re-
sults were a signifi-
cant improvement,
but we should dou-
ble our efforts for
the poor to feel the
effect of the boom-
ing economy,” Pan-~
ganiban said.

He said, “we
should accelerate

“our efforts' in food
Eroduction with the
elp of local gov-
‘ernment units to
cope with the rising
population.”

Based on Na-
tional Statistics Of-
fice medium projec-
tion for 2008, popu-
lation is expected to
rise to 90,457,000.
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