ity mayors seek
“GMA’s help on cut
in IRA share

By NON ALQUITRAN
‘The League of Cities of the Philippines (LCP) will :&kh(he
loment (RA). &

120 cities nationwide will wear armbands an
gl g o hee ety e bl it today to protest e

oithe mlemal revenue

P i o g impact of the decrease in
;.hzlx RA share”said Mandaloyon City Mayor Benhr A
os, L
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et jons of lives are at st
Dunngl i adions | flag raising ceremony today, the city

the laws that they themselves
“We will 5Im:/y( Fe e TR
re in the city, together with the restof the 119 cities in
{he couniyare fightingfor th right processand fr the ruleof
joined city employees and his constituents in
Mandao uyon & wear black armbands.
i wil b  ymbol of our mouring orthe efects of the
fon of our lawmakers,” he s

unjust ac
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“Every citizen, rich or poor, young and old, should be in-
volved. We should take a stand and gmmumgm
;. Thecity wersion of the 16 munic-
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by o vudd-ltcx ‘manifesto.
e by Summ.dm.g..\a hasty move of

s : convarsion of the cies w inking of
importantly, o our constituents.”
actionis the L th
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The LCP has

brought to the Su-
preme Court the

every peso tax col-

Jected, 40 centavos should go to the local

vernment units to be shared by prov-
Inces municpaliisand s

cent or nine centavos of

whvch shleegn ioite.

2008, the Department of

Manageinent relased F2107
p honss RAdbang ol povesmnscs
{anits, with P47.9 billion going to cies
But because of the questionable conver-
sionof the 16 cites,

bf the 120 cities has been reduced by P4
billion.

is means that the cities get.a measly
increase in IRA despite their growing

“eeds.

‘This deplorable effect of the reduced
Tncress of RA forciies s deeply feltby
Puerto Princesa City in Palaws

Tnstead of receiving P146 million as
IRA,itwill only receive P1.7 million, a sig-
ificant loss of P144 million.

‘The same is felt by other cities in the

count
Yot nuther blow to the s s heuse
o the 2000 population data n the

A i B ol hes
tm\nnuu"y increased in the past eight
years especally with high urban migra-

" we ook cosly,th [RA per capia
ofciiesare actually far lower than that of
provinces and municipalities.”

Based on a 2008 statstics, each city re
{denthas an IRAshare of PL650 compared

e
palies which s P31

ke
ving et e
 In the Philppines, 55 percent of the
population are found in

other burden for the cities 15 "the

e s workers st tourists
and businessmen on a dail

These transient also - Retd services
from the city. With the r share,
the ity budget hardly sufcient before 5
now even more strained.

‘The IRA s the fund used by the city gov-
emnment to fulfilits responsibility to pro-
‘mote the general welfare of constituents,

Amajaly of s depend on [RA in
éxtending basic services. These basic ser-
ivices include services on health, educa-
tion, and housing,
ecrease in fhe IRA share therefore

adversely affects the services that the i
foyemment could ivetoltsconsients,
he measly increase in is not
to upport the needs of ourchil
oen oradciflnalschoolsand ecucaion-
alfacilities,” read the manifesto.

National Library of the Philippines
NLPOONPPS02218403i005 tif



