Managers: Gov’t execs
in scandals should quit

/GMAQ—Q uit
movement
launched

- The country’s largest or-
ganization of managers
and business executives
yesterday called on govern-
ment officials implicated
in anomalies to resign and
for President Arroyo to
sack them if they refuse to
give up their posts.

. The Management Associa-
tion of the Philippines (MAP)
issued the call in the wake of
the damning Senate testimony
6f Rodolfo Noel Lozada Jr. on
the alleged irregularities in the
government’s national broad-
band network deal with ZTE

Corp. of China.

" Lozada also spoke of how
armed men escorted him out

‘of the airport against his witl
and held him for hours, appar-
ently to prevent him from tes-
tifying at the Senate. He said
several ranking officials knew
of his ordeal.

“If the President’s men in-
volved in abuse of authority
and alleged anomalies refuse
to heed the call for their resig-
nation, should they not be re-
moved from office by the Pres-
ident herself? If the President
fails to act, can we conclude
that she is either tolerating
grave wrongdoings or is not in
control? In either case, under
the principle of command re-
sponsibility, would it be time
for all of us to join in asking the
President to step down?” the

P said in its statement, re-

léased at noon yesterday.
= It said Mrs. Arroyo should
a’ilow or even encourage Com-
mission on Higher Education
¢hairman Romulo Neri to tes-

ttfy on the NBN issue.
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