GMA revokes EO 464

By MARVIN SY

After a meeting between
government lawyers and
Catholic bishops, Presi-
dent Arroyo revoked yes-
terday Executive Order

464, which had prohibited
members of the executive
branch from appearing
without her permission be-
fore legislative inquiries.

The Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of the Philippines
(CBCP), which called for the
abolition of EO 464 last week,
welcomed the news and
thanked the President for a
move that could allow the
truth behind allegations of cor-
ruption in her administration
to come out.

The beleaguered President,

- who has faced mounting calls
to step down over the scandal,
said she was revoking the or-
der and encouraging her top
advisers to testify in the pub-

- lic inquiry on the national
broadband network (NBN)
deal being conducted by the
Senate.

~ She said members of the’

" executive branch could not use
another controversial i 1ssuance,
Memorandum Circular 108, as
an excuse for not attending
congressional inquiries.

- The announcement came
after a meeting between the
government’s top lawyers and
Catholic bishops at Discovery
Suites in Ortigas Center in
Pasig yesterday afternoon.

“Effective immediately, I
am revoking (EO) 464. Execu-
tive officials may no longer
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