Scrapping of EO 464
just symbolic - Solgen

& | ByJESSDIAZ

The government’s prin-
cipal lawyer downplayed
yesterday the significance
of President Arroyo’s

- scrapping of controversial
Executive Order 464, say-
ing it was just a “symbolic
act.”

Solicitor General Agnes De-
vanadera said she agreed with
administration critics that the
revocation of the executive or-

“@er was almost an empty ges-
ture.
; “EO 464 had already been
ndered ineffective by the Su-
greme Court in 2006. What
‘was left of it were only the
“whereas’ clauses,” Devanad-
era told the Serye Café’s news
forum in Quezon City yester-
day. ,
- Devanadera was referring
to the high court’s decision
striking down important parts
of the executive order as un-
- constitutional. |

“But we have to give credlt
to the' President, because the
scrapping of EO 464 was a
symbolic act of cooperation by
the executive (branch) with the
Senate,” she said.

The order’s revocation was
demanded by Cathelic bish-
ops, Vice President Noli de
Castro, Mrs. Arroyo’s allies in
Congress and even some of her

- classmates at the Assumption
College.

The President yesterday is-
sued Memorandum Circular
151 revoking EO 464 and MC
108. The text of MC 151 was

~ Turn to Page 17



g
e .
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2008 17
Scrapping of besings would ot gusarice it ey woud lhe s by thess roups” Gl sl
ping From Page 1 G “The othe Lorelei Fjardy

released to media last night by Press Secretary Ignacio Bus
“Executive officials are advised to follow and abide
Constitution, existing law:

unye.
the

/s and jurisprudence, including,

Vs wojuld ensure that the libilies of each one involved
would be e
"Aquino, or his part, said fforts to compe the executive

when they are invited to
tion,” said Section 4 of MC 1
Devanadera said with o scrapping ofthe ordes, Cabinet

gmssloni\l heanngs g e g priviege i
sident

asked about their conversations wil
“This esotvg o g o s the v of
privileged communication. For instance, a lawyer cannot re-

priest cannot disclose a confession,” she said.
Opposition lawmaker Parafiaque Rep. Roilo Golez,  guest
inthe same forum isagred with Devanadera
in the instance y the solicitor general, Golez
40 ecurye eSS s o et
“It covers only matters that involve national security and
diplomatic concerns, miltary secrets and treaties. It canot

e branch o espec the Senate through the budget and confr
oflegisla- T100 fentives
In the case of the budget deliberations, Aquino said Mrs

0id Vs Asroyo ied 1o be eoponeive o th oues ised aby
her criics but gained virtually no support in revoking E

the move fhe Prsdent. She s rid o eachout o heaber
ate this” Fajardo sad.

ivelyby evoking EO 46

S frot s the Senale il xacisssalsmanatlp s

which might
even be more favorable for her since she can make her own
ealignments.
2! also make use of the savings for the projects she
wants?” Aquire said

The
ident has reached out and now we await the Sonate’s move i
he added.

cafiang maintained it is not preventing former socio-

economic planning secretary Romulo Neri from attending the

n of her
id M Armyn Wold notcars even i hey were consients
i by

fianish
process he et

contract. ¢
But Neri invoked exccutive privilege and filed a petition !

by the Senate,

is the key in =
could directly link President Arroyo

dabut that would be counterpoduct
ferm, you can e sui against those who are im-

invoke pa crime,” said t
security advise

Golez said in the Watergate scanda, the late US President
Richard Nixon was forced to reveal his conversations with of-
ficials o the Central Intel

immune from suit but her subordinates are not,” Aquino said.
There are always critics
1 fac 8 Malacatang i concemned, ther s o plesingthe

the Federal Bureau of Investigation from looking into the Wa-
tergate Hotel break-in.
n was eventually found to have obstructed justice,
which finding led to his resignation, he adde
Golezlsosajc more thanthe scrapping o EO 464 whathe

e the Pre
Presidential Management Stif diretor genenl Cerge Re-
imondo said criticsshawed thir true olosinthie resporse
move toevoke
fy them until Ahey o e i’
ot and g B

toth

hind
ond ther Ky oficals o massive corrption

Former President Joseph Estrada said M s deci-
sion o revoke EO 464 would give the Senate Qppormmty o
uncover the truth behind the controversy:

He said through the revocation of EO 464, government offi-

Hopefuly i will nleashal the government offcials in-
volved in the anomaly and they will fnally reveal allthe truth
about this anomalous deal,” Estrada said.

Wiltant lawmaker Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo, for his
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Senators said yesterday President Arroyo could be held lia-
bl for obstruction of justice or cover up for having issued EX
464 a5 a means to prevent Cabinet members and key officals
from revealing anomalie i the government.
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