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By PAOLO ROMERO

President Arroyo urged
Congress yesterday to speed
up passage of a bill updating
the country’s territorial base-
lines to include the Kalayaan
Island Group in the South Chi-
na Sea amid objections from
China.

. Chief Presidential Legal
Counsel Sergio Apostol said
Mrs. Arroyo will certify as ur-
gent House Bill 3216 as the
country might run out of time
to file its claim in the Kalayaan
Island Group, which is part of
the disputed Spratly Islands
being claimed by five other
countries before the United
Nations.

“The President wants the
Baselines to be set immediate-
Iy or we will lose part of our
territory by default,” Apostol
said. “The President will back
up the (House) bill that would
set the baseline territory of the
country’s 12-mile territorial
sea, 24-mile contiguous zone
and 200-mile exclusive eco-
nomic zone (EEZ).”

Mrs. Arroyo presided over
a Cabinet meeting last week
that mapped out plans to for-

malize the country’s claim

over “resource areas within
our exclusive economic zone ”
that should be filed before the
International Tribunal on the
Law of the Sea by May 2009 as
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Boteesl 4 1 Hiing of & formal clai s being

prepared by a team headed Executive Secrel
Eduardo B
Congressmen led by Muntinlupa Rep.
zan0 Rufino Biazon declared they will
remain seadfat in approving B 3216
despite the protests o
a, atcording o Cebu City Rep.
Antonio Cuenco, chaiman of the Hous
foreign affairs commitee,
alleged ltter proteting House approval
of thebill defining the country's terrtory

aid the supposed letter was
delivered to the Philippine embosey &

Beiing shaatly aftex 1B 216 was ap

provedon secmd readi ber.

meanberof th foreignatfairs

Cuenco is right in say-

mg the alleged document was a useless

“We cannot rely on it. Even f it was a
formal document, we should not be pres-
sured into inaction on a bill that will pro-
‘mote our national interest,” Biazon said.
“We should stand our ground and re-
sist external pressure. T don't think we
v o foregn countey o el us
what is our territory,”
Sl Frospero
Nograles to calendar HB 3216 for third
eading and fnal approval imenedlately
‘upon resumption of session on April 21
Urgent initiative

“The senators, for their part, also took the
the approval of the
measure by filing a counterpart proposal.
Sen. Edgardo Angara said he will file
a bill that will delineate the country’s
aselings even as Senate Minority Lead-
er Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and Sen. Pan
Lacson questioned the abjections
raised by the Department of Foreign
Affairs (D(A7 to the proposed House
measu
Pimeril i “the baslines il -
gent because the UN deadline is already
next year.”
i blamed President Atroyo for neg-
ligence over the issue.
"And (it) could be due to China's
imentel said, “Itis weird because
ised executive hob-

Lacson said “our main problem is,
wervs been e o Chif) courtesy
of (President) An

“Yeallow ourselves tobe treated shab-
bily because (the Chief Executive) has
sold us to the Chinese a long time ago,”
Lacson said.

Angara though stressed the country

continentalshelf,including the KIG before
the UN on May 2009 based on the UNC-
LOS.

e extended continental shelf covers
the disputed Spratlys, the Scarborough
and b ongolherecs.

rial boundarie

at (claim) s natural because we will

do the sameiif we were in the same shoes.
Maybe the DFA only forwarded China’s.

‘protests to the House. But i i’s the DFA

that's blocking the baselines bill, that isa
different s altogether” Angara caid
Majority Le: Pang-

i ol ot S 316 st

reviewed to see if it would protect the

counts smnmse 2sagsinst he objectons

e Pesdent M Vil . said
he would support the bill that would
dlarly defne thebourdariesofthe cour

Defensorsanhago hasalso

mea e secking o ceae 2 con-
o dein he cour

jonal comy coun-
h';/sbwundun:sand Srengthenca
e slands that may e ncluced in he
Philippines’ exclusive cconomic zone.
Dissent

o/ House settorweuamine B 216
s Nograles said the DFA's objection came
as a surprise because it had originally en-
dored
the committee
"1 (e DFA) has suddenly nade acom-
plete turnaround and communicated its
tothe committee,” Nograles aid.
o told the +Ayes and Rays” o
im yeoterday Gk Chins st lfie of
concern after the House approved the bill
on second reading;
Caenco larific howeve,that it was
not a note verbale and that it was un-
. “Its a dissent. I think it's a com-
‘méntary of Beffing, But  don't doubt the
authenticity of
talk in legal and technical terms, this is
juska scrap ofpaper” he «\n‘i TR

g aplee
ment. e 007 s from he
Philippine embassy in China through
Ambassador Sonia Brady.

Another proof of China's interest in the matter was
the January 2008 visitofitscharges d'affares.
Cuenco and lilo Rep,Jantte Garin, however,
downplayed insinuaions hat
in to pre
e e o be
“one of the reasons’” inr)hzdglymlh:p ge of
HB 3216, The il

ttheir colleagues caved

coes tcnemcments 1o Repul:
6, which i 1 recesary in iling a formal

237 daim et K16, The in e 19505 de-

baseines of the county’ste
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