Arroyo’s spending spree: Travel,
‘donations’ top Palace expenses

In 2007, Gloria Macapagal Arroyo's presi- and 58 other executive offices, agencies, com-

salaries and wages of its regular employees, Butinthe same year, Mrs, Arroyospent more

and P10.7 million to pay casual and contractu- _than double that amount for her foreign and

domestic travels, which totaled P588.5 million
i y and P34 mill ;

the rank and file of the Office of the President i Turn to Page 9
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Atroyo’s sperfing Spree rumras

Commission on Audit’s report on the
2007 financial transactions of Mala-
cafang.

By mostexpense entries enrolled inthe
COA report Mrs. Arroyo's oficial house-
old is harcly 2 pauper’s palace, Miala-

— P18,
m\llmn in “donations” o yet unknown

paradise. In 2007, the presidency billed

ries, the C
i i COl e
spent imilrly big amount for broad
discretionary, and seemingly identical
accounts, includin
“Contidentil expenses” P149 mil-

. “Consultam:y services,” P59.6 mil-
lion;
« “Representation expenses,” PS6.8
million;
+ “Representation allowance,” P145
millory
Cther bonuses and allowarce,
rm 8 millo
“Transportation allowance,” P103
milion;
« “Advertising expenses,” P69 mil-
lion;
5 Additonal compensatin (AD-
com” P24 millo

P6.64 mil-

* Food supples expenses,rl’ﬁ 7 mi
lion or P46 millior th;
* Hectiity, Pis milon o an aver-

et i, i i e oS
millon or P2.3 million a monthy

= Water, 25.4 million or P2 million
@ mont

urity services, P13 million or
PLIB o mony
i Jsitorial service, P48 million or
P400000a
+Teephone, Iandlme P135million or
PL1 million a month;
; Tephore, mnmle, P9.07 million o
7550000
« Office s wpr'hes, P13.5 million or P11
millgn a mo
er supplies,” P19.4 million or
PL& millon a menthy

o
”anllaneouﬁ expenses,” P5.4 mil-
ion;

« “Other personnel benefits,” P119.3
million; and.
+ “Subsidy to Regional Offices Staff
‘Bureaus/Branch Offices,” P46,6 million.
The COA report showed that apart

P104million
or P36,000 a month;

* Cooking gas, P892000 or P74,000 2
month

* Internet, £332,597 or P27,716 2

L Gl st teegraph and rdio
P300,955 or P25,075 a
M o S oipet s

dentha paid ummznu7 P21 million in
“yearend bonus,” P7.1 million in “cash
gt and PéB1.000in “honorana.”
‘The President was also revealed to

expenses including P94.89 million for air-

craft and aireraft ground equipment; P7.1

millon for motor vehicles; P43 million for

furniture and fixtures; 102 millon for of-
)

keeping I
hief excetiveand fount of power i the
land. et the COA report showed that

alacafiang spen e usual
ot Tk i L
ofceand thersupplis gasoine,secu”
ity, among others, could cause taxpay-
e sicepless nght.
For her 2007 foreign travel alone,
Mrs. Arroyo spent.an average of P49.04
million per month

spent P2.84 million on local travel per

month. Combined,that meano a month-
ly bill of P51.8 million for the peripa-
tetic pxexidem

thesee
ather seemingly important expense
i

n conirast o the millions splurged on
ncy scrimped on

nstance, it disbursed only
PIESSIS o the hole o 30 o “tin-

ctional ma-
ge expenses,” “military
" “medicel, dental

It al-
angahas, Phxllppine e fw In-
'u!sngnkxw Journalism
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