GMA mulls emergency powers

In case of oil,
food crisis

By PAOLO ROMERO

President Arroyo is pre-
‘paring for the possibility of
exercising her emergency
powers under the 1987
Constitution in the event of
a food and oil crisis in the
country.

The President signed on
June 2 Executive Order No.
728, which lays the ground-
work for her exercising emer-
gency powers through a new-
ly created National Food and
Energy Council (NFEC).

The order came as prices of
food, particularly rice, and fuel
continued to rise and hit poor
and middle-income families
nationwide.

Inflation also hit over nine
percent last month, the high-

~est in nine years, and the gov-
ernment has resorted to direct
subsidies amounting to bil-
lions of pesos to unpovenshed
families.

“The NFEC is tasked with
assessing the food and energy
situation and prospects, and
formulating, coordinating, un-
dertaking, monitoring and/or
adjusting major national long-
‘term policies, programs and
projects as measures to ensure
adequate, competitively priced
supplies of food and energy for
the nation, especially the very
poor,” the EO stated.

The President will chair the

" NFEC, with the Secretary of
the National Economic and
Development  Authority
(NEDA) as vice chair.

The other members of the
NEEC are the Secretaries of the
Departments of Agriculture,
Environment and Natural Re-

- sources, Energy, and the heads
of the National Anti-Poverty
Commission, National Securi-
ty Council, National Power
Corp., and National Food Au-
thority.

Mrs. Arroyo also invited
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