Congress won’t give
GMA “crisis’ powers

By AUREA CALICA
and DELON PORCALLA

Congtess is not keen on
granting emergency pow-
ers to President Arroyo to
address the emerging food
and energy crisis.

Senate President Manuel
Villar said Mrs. Arroyo would
be able to address the situation
without special powers grant-
ed by Congress. ;

Villar said the Chief Execu-
tive is inherently equipped
with enough powers to ensure
the public’s welfare in the face
of the upward spiral of prices
of basic commodities.

“The President is armed
with sufficient powers to help
alleviate the lives of the poor,
while we in the Senate are will-
ing to cooperate with the ex-
ecutive,” Villar said.

Speaker Prospero Nograles
said the government could

- weather the impending food
and energy crisis even without
the President using her pow-
ers to address the situation.

“Our government is in full
control and we have good eco-
nomic fundamentals in place.
We will weather the economic
storm. Think positive,”

- Nograles said.

The two leaders of Congress
were reacting to Malacafiang’s

“announcement that Mrs. Ar-
royo has signed an executive
order laying the groundwork
for exercising her emergency
powers under the Constitution
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