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prices of P10 for a one- to two-
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that the country spendsa total
of P200 billion for health, half
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prevailing price in the Philip-
pines.
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the implementing rules and
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“Since the cost of medicine
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hibitive, the poor have limited
access to these essential goods,
bringing a perpetual cycle of
impoverishment, deaths and
seases,” he pointed ou
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would
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his new law will bring
about competition. The prices
of medicine will go down be-
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Even labor unions are get-
ting ready to m\pm'l and Sell
‘medicine directly to workers
with the new law.

Leaders of the Trade Union
Congress of the Philippines,

deration of Free Workers, Al
Tiance of Progressive Labor
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sentative of he PITC.and Rox-
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the agency fasked to ensure
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e said the DOH s set
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could start immediately the

importation of cheap medi-
Herrera said laborers need

‘maintenance medicine that are

costly at present.

‘Fight not yet over’
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Cheaper Medicine Bill in the

House, meantime, said the

fight for low-cost drugs is not

“Proper implementation is

keylothe measur’s prom-
ise of bringing down the pric-
& of medicing” said Palawan
Rep. Antonio Alvarey, trade
and commerce committee
chairman.
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foran nterpretation of the pro-
visions that will serve them,”
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“But the law cannot be
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House-Senate oversight com-

be looking over the shoulders

of the agencie that will soue
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Iatfons (IRRe), where interet
groups are expected to lobby
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