GMA calls for unity for RP to survive price surge
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heavy burden to the Philippines and
we will invest in the people to allow
us to see through these difficult times.”

“We have much to do. Let us work
so that we can fully achieve our re
forms for the Philippines. We wil
fight for the economy, education, and
the environment,” Mrs. Arroyo said in
Filipino.

The traditional Independence Day
parade was cancelled this year, and
Mrs. Arroyo said the budget for it
would be used to directly benefit the
poor.

“This year, we have no such dilem-
ma but... in keeping with how we are
trying to conserve our resources (in
this) period of high world prices of oil
and food, we have decided to dis-
pense with the parade and use the
budget instead to glve direct service
to the poor,” she said

Mrs. Arroyo noted that in last
year’s celebrations, there were sore
discussions on how long the parade
should be. She said she saw on televi-
sion a woman being interviewed com-

plaining that she came all the way -

from Isabela and said the parade was
too short.

She also said the country’s strong
economic fundamentals have enabled
it to weather the spiraling food and
oil prices even as the government con-
tinues to find ways to cushion the ef-
fects of runaway inflation on the poor
and middle class.

Mrs. Arroyo assured the public the
country has enough rice supply for the
year and is geared towards self-suffi-
ciency in five years.

“We have an adequate supply of rice
today and we have a solid plan for self-
sufficiency. This is important for our
domestic and international audiences
to appreciate,” Mrs. Arroyo said.

She told a crowd gathered at the

Rizal Park that the country was only
importing rice for its emergency re-
serves, adding, “there will be enough
food for every Filipino.”

She reiterated the government’s ef-

orts to alleviate the effects of rising
prices, citing the lower tariffs on oil
products and subsidies provided to
the poor for electricity charges.

Mrs. Arroyo also said the country
is moving to increase its use of “natu-
ral gas, geothermal, solar and wind
energy,” adding that the country was
expanding its local oil production so
that it could soon meet about 10 per-
cent of local consumption.

Vice President Noli de Castro, for
his part, led the Independence Day
ceremonies at the shrine of Gen. Emil-
io Aguinaldo in Kawit, Cavite.

In his speech, De Castro criticized
wealthy families in the country, or the
so-called “oligarchs,” for hampering
progress in the campaign against pov-
erty and protecting only their own in-
terests, which widens social inequali-
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De Castro said the oligarchs;, who
control big businesses in the country,
could influence government policies
to protect their interests.

Although the government tried to
change the oligarchy structure in so-
ciety, De Castro said this was not suc-
cessful since it only led to cronyism.

De Castro emphasized good gover-
nance as he challenged big business to
fulfill their duty to the country and for
the private sector to be more transpar-
ent.

“If they want good governance,
then they should also show good cor-
porate governance,” he said.

De Castro said transparency is a
good solution to economic and corrup-
tion problems.

— With Pia Lee-Brago, AFP
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