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“By saying thal it won't change or even
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Roxas' comments drew flak from Sec-
retary to the Cabinet Ricardo Saludo who
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“How can one show fiscal discipline
and, at the same time, scrap a major source
of revenues which has kept the defict
down and boosted business confidence.
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Speaker Prospero Nograles opposed
yesterday proposals in the House and the
Senate to temporarily ift the 12-percent
expanded value added tox (BVAT) i the
‘wake of soaring fuel and ¥

“The proceeds from the EVAT aré the
only thing that keeps us afloat. Without
he BVAT whichishe governments most

constant and surefire revenue source, the
economy wil collapse,”
“It i very easy and popular for us to

say we should remove EVAT, but I don't
think that it is good for the country;” he
Roxas has reiterated his proposal for
Congrese tosuspend VAT while foel and
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suspending the tax, the government
should use EVAT collctions 10 e-ener-
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Over the weekend, Nograles reiterat-
ed his call for Malacariang to immediate-
ly subsidize the price of diesel by at least
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the operation of our public transport sec-
tor as most publicutllty vehicles use die-
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