Palace: GMA intervel;t'ron saved 24 OFWs from execution

Malacafiang officials disclosed
yesterdxy that President Arroyo's
intervention with kings and

and secured the freedom of 11 other ByPAOLOHOMERO
OFWs since 2006. mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah who signed a
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermi-  decree last July 8 that commuted the

ads of state, in the
Middle East, has saved some 24 over-
seas Filipino workers from execution

faand death sentence of Filpina maid May

lhanked Kuwaiti EmirSaba.hAI-Ah— Veﬂnawasmnvldedofhﬂmgher
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employer’s youngest son Sa-
lemSulaiman Al-OtaibonJan.
t»zot_ﬂ She was also accused.

kill the victim's 13- of

wrote a letter of gratitude to the emir
for i laest actofsparing th e of
another
"chtanseethakwehaveacompas—
sionate president,” Ermita said. “Our
President goes out of her way to talk to

tion to other OFWs, who are detained
abroad and awaiting execution.

Villar, also Nacionalista Party
president, earlier filed Senate Reso-
Iution No. 421 urging the Senate to
inquire into !he smus of OFWs in
death

the lives of our fellow Filipinos.”
Remonde said “the commatation

year—old brother and wound-
ed his 17-year-old sster

Vecina by the
Kuwaiti emir is another demonstra-
tiomof the high standing and

(m on Fnt.;gﬂsmd Philippine
ials in Kuwait
are sml working to get a par-
don for Vecina and another
detained OFW Marilou Rana-
rio after the Kuwaiti emir
saved from execution.
Ranario, 35, was convict-
ed in 2005 for killing her fe-
male employer. In 2007, the
Kuwaiti Supreme Court up-
held the conviction. But in
December that year, the
emirspared her from execu-
tion following a visit and
plea from Mrs. Arro
It can be recalled that the
President also personal ni‘(
appealed to King Abdull
of Saudi Arabia to save Sara

President joys in the inter-
national commumty”

“Itis indeed a pity thata person is
not a prophet in her own country.

will we ever give President Ar-
royo the credit she rightfully de-
serves,” he said.

Citinga report from Foreign Affairs
Undersecretary for Migrant Workers
‘Esteban Conejos, Ermita said the De-

artment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) has
andled 62 death penalty cases in-
volving OFWs since January 2006.
He said the DFA is monitoring 30
penalty cases in varying stag-
es of ]udadal proceedings.

“Through the active intervention
of the President in 24 death penalty
sentences, 11 OFWs have been freed
and rvpamated Conejos said.

Filipina worker was saved

Dematera from death row.
Dematera iated to

A execmiun in Kuwat for killing
hersis

3

others, S

with her family in May 2007.
Officials said Mrs. Arroyo
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Vd]ar

T called o th

In his moluhon, Villar cited the
latest statistics indicate that there are
35 OFWs facing cases with capital
punishment as penalty, including one:
in Brunei, two in China, one in the
United States, four in Kuwait, nine in,
Saudi Arabis, and 10 in Malaysia.

Villar reiterated his call as he wel-,
comed the news of the commutation,
of the death sentence of Vecina.

Citing records culled by the Ma-
gna Carta for Migrant Workers and:
Overseas Filipinos (RA 8042), the.
Labor Code of the Philippines, trea-
ties on international labor and hu-
‘man rights conventions of which the
Philippines is a signatory, and the
guarantees of the 1987 Constitution
on labor, Villar noted that the gov-
ernment must extend full assistance

of ourOFWs,” Villar said.

In coordination with Migrante In-
ternational, Villar has laun OFW!
Helpline (0917-4226800), which aims!
to provide a channel where dis-
tressed OFWs and their families can’
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