Macalintal: Is

Isthe politicl oppositon afaid of et
ting beaten by the “unpopular” President
Atroyo if she runs for another term in
2010 under a new Constitution?

| Election awyer Romulo Macalintal

the opposition

afraid if GMA runs?

oy okl

junay
allow her to run agairi.
“Ifsheis unpopulas then why are they
aftaid of Charter hanse Which we really
el need - pollical and ssonomic 6o
\uh\pmm\WThc oy oppoitionaccused
GMA(P: S inil

o Chusts change s nothing but a fear of
the possibility of Mrs. Arroyo beating its
candidate inanother presidential race,

What Cha-cha critics in fact fear i that
a sttt e system of government
will include a provision extending the
President’ sty in power without the
need for reelection.

“The apposiions fear tha the mem-
randum of agreement on ancestral do-
main is a move to amend Charter to per-
petuate President Arroyo’s continued

stay in power bey ond zmn clearly ne-
ates their claim e is an un)
e resident” Vhciinaiad The STRR.

“If she’s unpopular then what's the
problemmof the Gpposion f sherons again
under a new Cl Dl"\’ r?" he asked. “Isn't
she an easy rival as e

1) of plan-
ning to run again ‘“h acmission that she
is still a power to reckon with;” he

e sl sl the oppssiton has i bas
sis for claiming that Mrs, Arroyo will re-
sort to cheating

“If they know they 1l be cheated, then
they should i sumelhmg é pre-
pared for it” “The laws didn't

‘make babies Gt lhr: opposition who
Thould always be aktended 10 every ime
they have fears i their political prob-
lems,” he\

ould allow themselves (o be
cheaked?’eepm their alleged knowledge
that they would be then they have no
Srisiness b politics” he sad.

“If they could not protect their inter-
sty how could they protet thenterets

ain and
defeat her as she is unpopular anyway.”
Macalintal argu:d the OYPOsHIBn is
being inconsistent laim of Mrs.
Astoyo's \mpopulnnty i
onstitution will

R ittt added lhmwnh the report-
Ed success of the a nated elect

e Autonomous Re len in Mushm M\n-
lnao, redble polls in 2010 may also be
expected.

President Arroyo speaks during 2 tate innar for Esst Timor Pres

Horta at Malacanang. Ram
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s-Horta is in the country for a four-day visit.
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