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By PAOL%ROMERO

President Arroyo has can-
celled the agreement on ances-
tral domain that would have
given large tracts of land in
Mindanao and virtual inde-
pendence to the Moro Islamic

. Liberation Front (MILF).

“She (Mrs. Arroyo) will
seek a new agreement within
the boundaries of law set with-
in the Constitution,” deputy
presidential spokeswoman
Lorelei Fajardo told reporters
yesterday. “Furthermore, the
President will not allow ad-
venturism by MILF forces to
pressure government to si,
any agreement even if it is g;
peace.”

Fajardo said Mrs. Arroyo
was “sensitive” to the object
tions of Christian leaders ‘ini
Mindanao, who have branded
the Memorandum of Agree-
ment on Ancestral Domain
(MOA-AD) as a “sell-out.”

“The President is commit-
ted to peace,” she said. “The
administration is sensitive to
public sentiment and the Pres-
ident is also committed to up-
holding the Constitution.”

Peace efforts would now
focus on “authentic consulta-
tions with the people, (not)
negotiations with armed
groups,” Fajardo said.
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