GMA flies
to NY
Jor UN meet

By PAOLO ROMERO

President Arroyo left last
night for New York to address
the 63rd United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly regarding the
status of the Philippines in of-
forts toachieve the UN Millen-
nium Development Goals
(MDG), Malacanang an-
nounced yesterday.
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Press Secretary Jesus Dure-
za described Mrs. Arroyo's
five-day visitto New York asa

own.”
He said Mrs. Arroyo would
also be in a position to fully

sheis

P
necessary due to pressing se-
curity concerns in Mindanao

ihe economic problems in

the country.
She boarded a chartered
g e

AR p g
(ol ety
‘makers

B rosh ssid Wi, Aoy
would be the fourth world
leader to address the general
assembly, which will startyith
the speech of US President
George W. Bush.
sl\: L e

“We have substantial im-
provements in achieving the
MDGand this

it
Also expected to join the
meeting are Trade Secretary
Peter Favila, Socioeconomic
Planning Secretary Ralph Rec-
to, Foreign Affairs Secretary
Alberto Romulo and Dureza.
Tavila told The STAR that
rs. Arroyo is expected fo
meet with Citibank officials
airman William Rhodes and
senior counselor Robert Rubi.
He said the Presidentis also
scheduled to hold talks wi
World Bank president Robex
Zoellick
Arrangements are also be-
ing made for a mecting be-
tween Mrs, Arroyo and offi-
cials of the New York Federal
e
5. Arroyo last week
‘vowed fo strengthen the coul
try's banking system and im-
ition as well

ident will point out in her ad-
dress,” Dureza said.

He said Mrs. Arroyo would
also meet with some leaders
of the Organization of Islamic
Conference (OIC), a group of
57 Islamic countries, to dis-
cuse developments i Mind-

ureza said it was the OIC
i brokencdthe 1596 peace
agreement between the gov-
emmentand the Moro Nation-
al Liberation Front, Her meet-
ing would be with OIC Secre-
tary General Ekmeleddin Th-
sanoglu and other leaders dur-
ing which she would also
thank the group forits support
for the peace process in Mind-

She will also explain to the
OIC leadlers her radicd policy
on the peace process where the
government shifted its focus
from dialogue with armed
groups to consultations with
communities and other stake-
holders

The new policy will also re-
quire that any negotistions
with rebel groups immediate-
1y mdude e issue of disarma-
‘ment, demobilization and rein-
tegration

e President will alsomeet
in New Yezk wnh some Icad-
ers of finan-

as promote the promising lo-
cal growth sectors amid feafs
of a global recession.

“We Filipinos are fighters,
naturally optimistic and we
don't give up. We are optimis-
ficthat o otk celebenons
Christmas and New Year drasw
nearer, the economic clouds

alistic plan and wil stay the
course with determination:
compassion.

Recto said strategies to
boost growth. should be
pushed in light of the current

lobal slowdown and in-

versification, innovation and
upgrading exports, continuing
strong support for agriculture

T and.the Middle East?” he

”ln order to meet the

mic growth targels, ll\e fol
lowmg are some of o1
sirategies. First is to increase

cialand ban.kmg community to
discuss the current global eco-
nomic crunch hitting bothrich
or countries,
“There is going to be a dia-
logue or briefing from high

vere it would be is not yet

ernment agencies. We are di-
recting the infrastructure agen-
cies to prepare their engineer-
ing plans now for projects in
the proposed 2009 budget he

pointed out that China
‘has a $1.7 willion surplus and
is a close neighbor while the
oil-producing cuunlues i
experiencing a boom
country could take advi anhge
of by attracting investments.
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