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arter change is not
about President GMA

Recently, [ was interviewed on
Charter changeby an academic. He
wanted to know wha I thought

e then. The first question was
sy enough o anwes thesecond
x!weslm 1y ollow the

could be dona in thiee ways

eople’s initative. But that is only in theory. In prac-
EJ,. s close fo imposibl, o implement Chirice
ough any of the thret
e e b i Ao g, s ol
Iyst wrote, is .my'.hmg but s\mpk olitcs s a maze of
licting nerests, And i st a ety one can disn-
{angi the knots ture of politcs
Th only way one can bres trough te e demo-
il istoactandactboldyafct all prtagonistshave
had their say. Anything short of action is bound to be a
stalemate sanctioned by theory and righteousness.

What s less talked about is that a stalemate favors

inthe past. have scen it happen in two administrations

i the pater s consistert demonize the incumbent.
But since only an incumbent has the means and power
to make Charter change possibl, it s doomed from the

Charter change advocates were encouraged when
Preslent GMA acively supported their mpaign a the
beginning of her second term. 1t definitey ihcreased ts
chincos of finaly gotting it done, But i faled Just a3
R ET bt ac e e NGl

‘Afef 198 any consitutional reform i simply faed 24
ayvay o exiend the tem ofthe ncumbent presicentas
Magcos did,End o discussior

mind .xg-.mmmnchammamamme

roforins at the very heart of the system, among which
e he debilfating costy presdental dlectons which
groft and corruption so deplored, the
jrams, a more effective siruc-

“iould threaten the
o be harder for business oligarchs to control govern-
st Pl hi
ater change is ot about Presdent ore
prie ob::rvzum hat such poltcl estructur-
be too ik for he eio tat dominates this
thid world count
I3 tfen o ganted tat govermmentshold be
strong enough o stand wp to berets determined
P s S g B he Ut kW et 1
does not matte that the case has been made that the
sy bl s el of

In ofher countries with an urgent need for constitu-
Ddentmerid s e

ped
Sl
{he mendon of the 105 conatiutonal commi

ot acceptable to the anti-reform
Neither was a people’s initative. That, too, was
tumed downes raudlent by the Supreme Court. Acase

 reallyt What is he recress for such thinking from the
e ety

Sl e ik ety Chiet Justce Reynato
: , conscious perhaps of the wrongess of its deci-

sion et the door open for Iepzvpl s intiative. It
a at there was, after all, an w0, R
757 The High court ad denied this o put down the
irst people’s niati

i debates ed hy ni‘!rmscr, the lae Cong, Raul
Roco onR.A. 6735, he: .

' formists should not ‘he ship nor be misled by
| alloged call for debate. I E ime t push fo action.
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