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Presideny Arroyo has. P

ed the TansCo Franchise
Bill into law that would pave
the way for the commercial
operations of the national
power grid under a private
p-

Mrs. Arroyosigned Repub-
lic Act No. 9511 or “An Act
Granting the National Grid
orp. of the Philippines
(NGCP) a Franchise to En-
gage in the Business of Con-
eying o tting EJ
tricity Through High Voltage
Back-Bone System of Inter-
connected _Transmission
Lines,Substations and Rela-

Facilities, and for Ottier

National Lxhrarv of the Philippines

urposes.”
kot s
chise ended years of tedious
effort by the government to
privatize the power grid that
Is mandated by the Electric
ower Industry Reform Act
(EPIRA).

By PAOLO ROMERO

that she signed it in recogni
tion ofthe tremendous impor-
tance o the bill.

“But this is without preju-
ce:

he laws.
The bill was supposed to
Iapse into law on Dec.
Claudio also pointed out

‘and maintain, and in connection
eeuit i

years and shall be subject to
tepeal on-

ing or transmit-
ting electricity through high-
voltagebackcbonesystemof in-

50 requires,”

req
“The G Sl nal en-

signing with our congression-
alleaders,” he said.

on Dec.
1 without fanfare and prior

ganize a ceremonial Signing

il sad ther vas nothing
unsual abou
Bechdent oA not
‘want such an important bill to
lapse into law,” Presidential
dviser for Political Affairs
Gabriel Claudio told The
TAR. “What's important is

Mrs. Arroyo since Getober.

concession agreement previ-

of the Pres congres-
ional leadiers.

Ho said ther have béen
several instances in the past
where Mrs. Arroyo
signed via bill Without

ony and then Iat-
e r-enacted the sgning of

ously granted o he National
G

e NGCP is cumpnsed %
Calaca High Power Corp.
Monte Oro Grid Resources
Corp., and (he State- Grid
Cor
e NGCP s granted the
franchise “to operate, manage

NLPOONPPS0231320i008 tif

£
substations and related facili-
s it

any
Behavior including, but not

limited to,

s

exation of a transmission sys-
tem, to construct, instal, fi-
nance, manage, improve, ex-
pand, operate, maintain, reha-

T

detrimental to the encous
ment and protection of con-
testable markets,” it said.

It said current Transco em-

present natiomwide transmis-
e of the Republicof
the Phil

e franchise il be for 50

ence by the NGCP within 165
days over new job applicants
in the hiring of the grantee of
‘manpower requirements.



