A names herse
anti-narcotics chief

By PAOLO ROMERO
President Arroyo named
herself as the country’s
anti-drug overlord yester-
day, declaring an all-out
war against illegal drugs
amid the scandal involving
government prosecutors,
anti-narcotics agents and
families of suspected drug
dealers.

Mrs. Arroyo said she need-
ed to step in to save the judi-
cial system from being cor-

narcotics raffickers.

“Twill temporaril
(amtidrug) con, o overseeaf.

e war against illegal drugs,”
Mrs Arroyo amounced before
a Cabinet meeting at Mala-
cafiang attended by Danger-
ous Drugs Board (DDB) chair-
‘man Vicente Sotto 1l and Phil-
ippine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA) chief Dionisio
Santiago.

President told the De-

Mrs. Arroyo had ordered
ive state prosecutors to
leave as the government
probes claims they were of-
fered bribes o dismiss com-
lainis against the three *
s il
Iy nvolvedindrug tafcking
“Governments that delay ac-
tion against illegal drugs, or re-
it as a routine police mat-
ter, do 0 at their own peril”
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M. Armyotold he et
untry awash with llegal

or millions of pesos in bribes.
PDEA officials ld by Ma. Fercc

drugs s
i ilons G et e
and corrpled,” s said

aid her order to put
a g stae proseclors
was meant to show *
e e ik

Specul EnoreomensServce ot
toa congressional inquiry against the
prosecufors last week, alleging that
money changed hands to release the

Justice Undersecretary Ricardo
Blancalor

“Itis in this that the
govemment should map out s all
Gut war, an unyielding and.

boss,Justice Secretary Raul Gonzaler.
Blancaflor said he would leave it

devil merchants,” the President said.

leave of absence.

bl e e

posed al

bt A e

ould be'a bompreheivé pollcy

consisting of prevention, enforce-
‘ ittion and aft

me ‘you still have o prolong your
eave; then L willtake it from there,
he said.
Blancaflor said he would contin-
webisconcurent dutyasspokesman
uncil a

Miss. Arroyo said the controversy
overthe Alabang Boys' case had been
a wake-up call for [aw enforcement
agencies to “jolt s into action.”

ci\mrman nl’mel:.'ﬂn]ud.\nal Kilings
Task

o il et kgl
irregularity in Blancaflor’s action of

ush for an “unyielding and unre-
lenting wa

three suspects Lhmugh his office
thatit

the freedom of

Jing o get a cear picture on sub-
s time contencing withalow  DOT's National Burea of Investia-
Tosckitoh st f ase

Sotto added Mrs. Armyo would re-

“NBlspecial task force Sol
all

linguishthe

involved in

the
mvmgmn o e a.\legahm\s of

G
Dalumpines said they are still
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bmnhzd by Jan. 2
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1o to submit hs sworn statement.
recling, theough his lowyer
earlier said he would submi
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