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" GMA
visits
Dubai

President Arroyo
is set to hold talks
with United Arab
Emirates (UAE)
President Sheik
Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nayan in Abu
Dhabi to push for
more foreign invest-
ments and pursue
more areas of coop-
eration between the
two countries.

Mrs. Arroyo ar-
rived yesterday in
Dubai for a two-day
mission to meet
with top govern-
ment officials, busi-
ness leaders, and
employers of the
UAE to request for
more job opportuni-
ties for Filipinos and
discuss investment
potentials in the

* Philippines, a Palace
statement said.

She landed at the
Dubai International
Airportat10:20 p.m.
(2:20 a.m. Saturday,
Manila time) follow-
ing her shortened
visit to Pattaya,
Thailand, site of the
14th Leaders’ Sum-
mit of the Associa-
tion of Southeast
Asian Nations.

The summit was
cut short after pro-
testers stormed the
venue, forcing Thai
authorities to airlift
attending heads of
state and declare a
state of emergency
in that province.

Press Secretary
Cerge Remonde,
Trade Secretary Pe-
ter Favila, and Ener-

ie' © President,
mong other Cabi-
net members and
congressmen.

Mrs.  Arroyo,
who last visited the
UAE in January
2008, “is once again
visiting the UAE to
continue her efforts
to promote and ad-
vance the protection
and interest of the
country’s expatriate
workers,” the Palace
statement said.

Her visit will
start with a meetin;
with selected Gulf
employers at the
Renaissance Hotel
to seek jobs for the
country’s expatriate
wvorkggé. i

The Chief Execu-
tive will also attend
the employment
and business oppor-
tunities summit
dubbed “The Mid-
dle East Forum,” be-
ing participated in
by some 250 private
service providers in-
volved in the re-
cruitment and hir-
ing of skilled work-
ers and profession-
als and officials from
bothsending and re-
ceiving countries.

She will also de-
liver amessage after
the presentation to
her of the output of
the two-day Middle
East Forum that in-
cludes the summa-
tion of job orders.

The Middle East
Forum aims to bring
together key players
— employers, man-
power providers,
officials of the Phil-
ié;p‘mes and Gulf

ooperating Coun-

tries - to discuss

how the Philippines

can fill up large-

scale job orders in

the region within
ear.

Mrs. Arroyo will
also meet with lead-
ers of the Filipino
community to dis-
cuss concerns of
overseas Filipino
workers (OFWs).
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