Arroyo orders probe gf Davao death squads

President Arroyo has ordered the in-
vestigation of reported death squads in
wao City.

cutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita
said the allegations of Davao
Squads has nurtured the false belief that
the State sanctions assassinations to fight
eriminality.

“It s in this regard that President Ar-
royo has directe the Department of Inte-
rior and Local Government and the Phil-
ippine National Police to undertake all

e bottom of this is-

stieby determining, firstand foremost, the

al existence of such death squads, and

by bringing perpetrators to account for
e sckons efor the v he e

Ermita said the government will never
tolerate much less sponsor criminal ac-
tions for any reason or at any timi

“Criminality is a social malase that can
neverbe remedied by suchexecutions,which
areillegal as they are immoral,” he said.

Ermita said Mrs. Arroyo has called on
individuals who may know of the exst-
enceof death squads to come forward and
est

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez was
instructed to strengthen the Witness Pro-
tection Program to give refuge to people
“who will espond to the Presicnt’scall,
he added.
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