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Palace: GMA to reappoint
bypassed Cabinet members

By MARVIN SY

d yester-

that the President has the

offici
day that President Arroyo would reap-
point the Cabinet members who were
bypassed by the Commission on Ap-
pointments.

Secretary to the Cabinet Silvestre Bel-
lo I said that the reappointment papers
for Energy Secretary Angelo Reyes, En-
vironment Secretary Lito Atienza, Socio-
economic Planning Secretary Ralph Rec-
to and Civil Service Commission chair-
man Ricardo Saludo should be expected.
from the President anytime soon.

Bello said the of-
ficials who were
bvpassed by the

CA continue to
have the trust and
confidence of the
President.

Reyes in particu-
lar has been by-
passed  several
times in the past
and for different
positions in the
Cabinet.

“I don’t think
the President has
any intention of let-
ting  Secretary
Reyes go from the
Department of En-
ergy,” Bello said.

“The fact that he
has been reappoint-
ed as Secretary of
Energy is a mani-
festation of the
trust and confi-
dence in the integ-
rity, competence
and work of Secre-
tary Reyes,” he

added.
Bellosaid that the
Palace respects the
independence of the
Commission on Ap-
ointments as a con-
stitutional body.
However,

he

nes

prerogative and power to appoint who-
ever she wants in her Cabinet.

Reyes was heavily criticized as ener-
gy secretary because of his lack of expe-
rience in this field.

The same was true when he was envi-
ronment secretary, which he also served
without the blessings of the CA.

In his current portfolio, Reyes was crit-
icized for the fluctuating prices of oil in
the country and the lack of supply of liq-
uefied petroleum gas at one point.
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