President Arroyo will re-
‘main involved in public affairs
or may ever pursue a life of

“active statesmanship” after
she returns to being a private
citizen in June next year, a Ma-
lacanang spokesman said yes-

?auty Presidential Spokes-
for Economic Affairs Gary
Olwar maintained the Presi-
dent would step down from
office when her term ends in
2010.
Olivar gave the assurance
amid lingering suspicions that
5. Arroyo was planning to
rolong her stay in power.
Olivar noted the recent Social
Weather Stations (SWS) survey
that showed 43 percent of Fili-
pinos do not believe Mrs. Ar-
Toyo would step down in 2010.
Olivar said the SWS survey
was. a&eded the “political
noise” generated against the
Arroyo administration in the
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no reason to ex t
othes rwlse, ” Olivar said. “This
(leaving office) is something

President Corazon Aquino
sometimes take to the streets on
issues close to her heart, while
former President Fidel Ramos

sf said directly
i through the people who
speak for her.”

During a news briefin
Malacafiang, Olivar was asked
to comment on the advice
anally that Mrs. Arroyoshould
take a rest after June
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“President Erap (Joseph Es-
trada) is even threatening to
run for (public) office again,”
Olivar pointed out;

“If the President decides to
pursue a life of active states-
manship whether here or
abroad, Ithink thisi

remind everyone that once the
President steps down she will
10 longer be President Gloria
with all of the powers attached
to her office, she would be plain
and simple citizen Gloria,” he
said.

Olivar said former presi-
dents “have maintained some

she is certainly entitled to and
something that the rest of the
world, if it comes to that, would
welcome from her,” he said.

Olivar said Mrs. Arroyo had
“earned her right to a bigger
voice in the glo al stage, even
in private life.”

Asked what could be Mrs.

in
political life.”
He pointed out that former
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in private
life, Ohvar said he would be
ting.

spec

GMA to remain active in public
affairs after end of term
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“(But) if we go by the basis
of what she’s good at, surely
economic policy discussions
would continue fo interest her,”
he added.

Olivarsaid the way Mrs. Ar-
royo managed the country’s
economy in the last eight years

“would certainly be a great
source of good policy ideas.”

e said Mrs. Arroyo was
also very interested in environ-
mental issues and climate
change as she has been setting
aside Fridays for activities to
protect the environment.

“Volunteerism is a third

‘The need for people to practice
their civic duty by going out

and actually hel; \e nei
bors'and s
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also unfazed by threats of cas-
es poised against her once she
becomes a private citizen.



