GMA: We’re not out
to scrap elections
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TOKYO - President Arroyo broke her silence yester-
day amid speculations that she is bent on prolonging
her stay in power through the Charter change efforts of
her allies in the House of Representatives.

Mrs. Arroyo said she was
not moving “to scrap the elec-
tions” next year but stressed
she believed the Constitution
needs to be amended for po-
litical and economic reforms.

“We are not out to scrap the
elections,” Mrs. Arroyo told
reporters here when asked to
comment on last week’s anti-
Charter change rally in Makati
City.

“What I have always said,
and it was part of my cam-
paign platform in 2004, is that
the political systemneeds to be
reformed,” the President told
reporters here covering her
working visit in Japan.

Mrs. Arroyo said the politi-
cal and economic reforms she
wished to implement would
entirely depend on the efforts
of her allies and “ultimately on
the people of the Philippines.”

Mrs. Arroyo refused to en-
tertain further questions on
her political plans and on her
possible successor in 2010.

“I don’t want to talk poli-
tics... but what I want to say
is that we have a vision. We
would like to see the Philip-
pines on the verge of First
World (status) in 20 years,”
Mirs. Arroyo said.

She said the country badly
needs investments in the econ-
omy, education and the envi-
ronment, as well as in specific
anti-poverty projects “so that
we would have more people
in the middle class and a dra-
matic reduction in poverty.”

“We also need to reform the
political system. These are the
things that I would like to see
whoever the (new) leader may
be,” Mrs. Arroyo said.

For her remaining months
in office, Mrs. Arroyo said she
would remain focused on im-
proving the economy to leave
a legacy of economic and po-
litical stability. g
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when she took office nine years ago.
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