'Melo: GMA need not resign if she runs -

By sHEILA SkisosToMO

/Commxsswn on Elections
(Comelec) Chairman Jose
Melo yesterday said President
Arroyo need not resign if she
decides torun for any position
in next year’s polls.

Melo stressed that a provi-
sion in the Omnibus Election
Code treating elected officials
as resigned once they file their
certificates of candidacy had

been amended.

Melo's clarification came
after Comelec Commissioner
Rene Sarmiento said Mrs. Ar-
royo should resign if she de-
cides to seek a congressional
seat in her home province of
Pampanga.

“Before yes but now, not
anymore. Before, if you are

running for a position that is
higher than the one you pres-
ently hold, you have to resign.
Now that no longer exis

can run for an t]
Melo said in a telephone inter-

view.

The poll official added that
under the law, only appoint-
ive officials would be deemed

resigned when they ﬁle their

certificates of candidac
T e
rated by election lawyer Romu-
1o Macalintal, who said that in
case Mrs. Arroyo decides o run
for a congressional post next
year, “she is not deemed re-
signed as President, which
means that she continues to
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serve her term until noon of June

30,2010 provided under the Con-

stitutio

¢ Macalmlal sld the restiction
d been amended with the pas

<ag¢ i 2001 of Republic Act 3006

o the Fair Election Act,

“As consequence thereof, we
saw the phenomena of senators
running for mayor or president
who still retain their senatorial po-

Macalinal was the lawyer of
Mrs. Arroyo and Vice Presid
Noli de Castro i the 2004 cectons.

Silver lining

Makati City Mayor Jejomar
nay said that if Sarmiento's point
is valid, it would pave the way for
the assumption of Chief T
Reynato Puno to the country’s
highest position.

oral % ‘presidenital election,” e

gt qonmiti
emmmym \ehdinerit *had
BEHHPTOT by RESTpteine
Court as early as Dec. 10,

he case

wisdom or propriety of legislative
determination.

“In other words, there is no le-
gal impediment for any elected of-
fcial o retainor remain in his po-
R e

Tolding unti the ¢ expmmm of the
term ofoficefr which he was pre-
Viouslyelected,” he

nal Library of the Philiy

afterall in Mrs. Arroyo's decision to
run for a seat in Congress. It will
pave the way for the succession of
Chief Justice Puno, whom I wauld

st i pavesmtile b
mgdmzmﬂelemuns,"sm Binay,
president of the United Opposition.

sion, the vice presider
erand the Senate president will all
unning inthe 2010 clecions and
barred from taking over

the presidency.

Sarmiento said under the Consti-
tution, a president serves a fixe
term of six years, “but if she secks
a lower elective post she could no
Tonger perform her duties as presi-
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dent while campaignin
. 1"mgmn§md the
Goae morally bound to re-
Signif she intends tb run for a seat
in the second congressional district
of Pampanga” he sa
Binay carlier asked Mrs. Arroyo
to resgn and yield powes o Puno.
ef Justice Puno has
s i ependence and the moral
courage to stand up against vested
interests and do what is right for
the fation,” he said.

“We cannot have a person with
atainted record of election fraud in
 positon fo dispense govertment
wor of her candidate

52010, he said

“Nor can we afford having such
a person acting as commander-in-
chief o a miltary thatwill e head-

by a known loyalist i
2010 at the height o the campaign
period,”

A tong aa Mo Aseogo sags
power, we will never be sure that

lections wilpush throughin 2010
that the elections will be
“and honest;” he add
r Puno, Binay sai
confident that government re
es will not be used for the campalgl\
of Mis. Arroyo's candi
ey i n it
P e
from gove urces, in the
way she used government re-
sources in 2004, he a
Z With Rhodina Villanueva

id he is
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