JPE: If GMA runs, she
abandons presidency
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

If President Arroyo de-
cides to run for a congres-
sional seat in Pampanga in
the 2010 elections, it would
be tantamount to abandon-
ing the presidency, Senate
President Juan Ponce En-
rile said yesterday.

“I don't think constitution-

ally she can doit,to run with-
utfofetinghereat s Prs

petiviiy Arroyo decides
torun for Congress, Enrile said
Vice President Noli de Castro
should succeed to serve the
remaining months of the pres-

idency.

Enrile said he believed the
President would make an in-
telligent decision amid the
prodding of her allies at the
House of Representatives.

“It would be foolish for her
- and am saying this with due

ificate of candidacy for a low-
e posiion becausc she woukd
beendangering her position as
President,” he said.

He indisted hat Mrs, Ar
royo s dee

e lles her candidocy, con-

e oty
Commission on Elections
(Comelec) Chairman Jose Melo
and the President’s election
Tawyer Romulo Macalint

Melo and Macalintal believe
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specially if

youarerunning for Congmss,

there MRS i
requires Mrs. ATroyo to tesign
as Presidentif she seeks a con-

Enrile said the President
onsidered re-
signed automatically once
she files her certificate of
candidacy on or before Nov.
30 this year, the deadline set
by the Comelec.
le said Mrs. Arroyo is
not allowed to just let go of
her responsibilities as Chief
Bxecutive by pursuing oth-
ex political pla

deucy by
proxy or designating subal-
terns.

Prudence dictates that
Mrs. Arroyo should finish
her mandate until June 30
next year, the Senate chief

added.

“If she is going to turn (the
presidency) over (to De Cas
tro), that means she is re-
signed,” he sai

‘Enrile added the presiden-
<y and a congressio
sentation are “incompatible”
positions.

Enrile said senators like
him could not even segk a lo-
cal elective position in the ex-
ccutive branch, like running
ibrary of the Phil

with-
out resigning from their posi-
Hons as lawmakers. “Thats
the rule,”

“Now, fshe (Mrs. Aroyol
will run to become an emper-
or, that's an entirely different
‘matter. That's a higher post,”
Enrile remarked.

cteran lawyer, Brrile
expressed his legal
SrmlbiRee
M

o get that position, And 1
o sense fells me
(SR
tomatically” e stres
challenged Melo and
Macalintal to point out the
provisions of the Consfitution
allow Mrs. Ax
o seek another elective post.
He remarked the issue
would set a precedent in the
itcal histor

g

s S
Soio

“She is the head of the
nation, head of state, head
of government under our
constitutional system. She
cannot toy around with this
position as if you are a gov-
ernor, a mayor, a councilor,
2 barangay captain,” Enrile

said in an interview with
Fadlo da

‘Common sense’

Enrile explained the provi-
sions of the Constitution are
explicit regarding the presi-
dency:

“The Constitutionsays that
youareno lighleforrclc:
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immense power of the Presi-
dent that she can use to bene-

y

“This will be the first
case and I think that when
you file the certificate of
candidacy, imagine a Presi-
dent running for Congress?
How would her opponents
fare against her? She has the

ed
Melo's clarification came
after Comelec commissioner
ne Sarmiento said Mrs. Ar-
o e e e
sional
seat in her home province of
Pampang
“Before, yes (it was not
allowed) but now, not any~
‘more. Before, if you are run-
ning for a potion that s
higher than the one you
resently hold, you have to
resign. Now that no longer
exists. You can run for any
position,” Melo said.

Mielo said the prfiiton
‘under the law applies only to
appeintive oficials who

jould be deemed resigned

P pres-
idency and while she s sit-
ting President, she is cam-
paigning and running for
another political office.

There is no politial con-
test,” he saic

of candid
Macalintal also echoed Me-
lo' opinion, He sad that i
ides o run for
Y
“she s not deemed resigned as
President, which means that

opinions
Over the weekend, Melo
said the provision of the Om-
nibus Election Code thattreats

until noon of June 30, 2010 a5
provided under the Constitu-

.

But Enrile said Melo

er post as deemed resigned

collegial body of the Comelec.

16 therswassuch  Come-
lecpotion whase postonis
¥ postion of the
chairman, o 5 commisioner
rall the commissioners there?
What's theix basis (of that
opinion)? Constitutional law
or statutory law?” Enrile
asked.
Malacafiang, on the other
I|and defended Mo by wy.
Comelec chief wasjust
iving hm egal opinion over
5’2 g his leg;
" Chaifman Melois jussiat-
T position
tsan judgment,
presidential adviser for politi-
cal affairs Gabriel Claudio

"a

said.
“While it 1 clear that the
President is not compelled by

law to resign if she runs for
another position in 2010, no-
body knows, probably with

the exception of her immedi-
ate iy if she wil o she
on't”

e sai
Claudio said it would be
pointless to delve into specu-

s
laions on the Pesidents po-

Tiical plan

and determination about th
certainty of the 2010 elections
pushing through as sched-
uled,” Claudiio said.

nudio downplayed il
otherpolical s
Ting ahcad of the 2010 clec-
tio

“If critics and the opposi-
tion are trying to anticipate
other politcal scenarios, hey
may do so at the risk of their
AT e Sl
Claudio warned.

Chief Presidential Legal
Counsel Raul Gonzalez said
the calls for the President to
resign if she wants (o run for
Congress are unfair.

Comaales aleo s there s
o legal impediment against
M. Artoyo seeking a co
gressionalseat or ano el
tive position.

Hesid Melo gave the cor:
rect opinion on the issu

1 gocms that Cossaission
exSarmiento has forgotten the
Election Code,” Gonzalez

id.

“The President does not
ave to resign because all elec-

e

about it at this time. What is
of importance and relevance
are the President and govern-
ment’sassurances, confidence

e e M e
the ay officials must
Tsloe? hapoisid gut - With
Rainier Allan Ronda, Dennis
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