FVR: GMA must transform
herself, reveal 2010 plans

By MARVIN SY and RUDY SANTOS

After telling President Ar- exhorted her yesterday to there is still time for it, then
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with “titillations” of a Senate- her plans for 2010. legacy for succeeding genera-
less constituent assembly, “1 said if she can transform tions and leaders,” Ramos said
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at a press briefing shortly before leaving for
Mumbal. Indi o hos the Global Meeing of
the Emerging Markets Foru

i al reerated hiscall for the President
to be clear about her plans for the 2010 elec-
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But Mrs. Arroyo's election lawyer main-
tained that she is unlikely to run for a congres-
sional seat in 2010.
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thichwas intated b ertain members ofthe
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sition to apply their clout, influence or posi-
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“We don't want to talk anymore about it.
Let us nottalk about the plans of the President
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Ethical issues
Evenif Mrs. Arroyois allowed to stay
on as President after she decides to run
for another position, there are ethical is-
gues thatshewill ave o face, accord:
to the Nati
Eicons (Namirel) and the Pargh Pas
toral Council for Responaible Voting
(PPCRV).
& she i allowed o run without re
re that she

(el
hent nthe campaign,” Henriektad Vil-
I, chair of both Namfrel and PPCRY, told

The STAR.

De Villanoted thatif,indeed, the Pres-
ident would not use government funds
to boost her candidacy, nobody would
believe her.

“No matter how good a person is,
what will keep the people
that he would take advantage of his po-
sition and will not (use) government

unds? There will always be doubt,” she

added.

Earlier, Commission on Elections
(Comelec) chairman Jose Melo said the
President is not required to vacate her
‘postifshe decides to seek an elective post
next year under Republic Act 9006 or the
Fair Election Act.

Melo claimed that under the Omnibus
Election Code, elected officials are

once they file their cer-

tificates of candidacy with Comelec.

He added that this restriction had been
repealed when the law was passed in
2001

Gloria’s ‘right’

Former senator Francisco Tatad joined
Melo and Macalintal in asserting Presi-
dent Arroyo’ r another
post next year.
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joy the privilege of senators while run-
ning for positions other than the ones
they are holdin
9006,” Tatad said.
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