+_Noli clueless on GMA’s medical condition

Vice President Noli de Cas-
tro was kept in the dark re-
garding President Arroyo’s
medical condition.

According to De Castro, he
was not informed that Mrs.
Arroyo would undergo medi-
cal procedures at the Asian
Hospital in Muntinlupa City
after returning from a:two-
week foreign trip.

“Wala (Nothing). I heard
and read about it in the news-
papers,” De Castro said, refer-
ring to the column of Jarius
Bondoc in The STAR.

De Castro said he was not
given any information or up-
date on the President’s health
and the medical procedure she
underwent.

Hesaid he had seen Mrs. Ar-
roye only during the Cabinet
meeting in Malacafiang last
Tuesday after she returned from
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her foreign trips last week.

De Castro noted the Presi-
dent even visited several are-
as in the country following her
self-imposed quarantine.

Bondoc wrote in his column
that the post-travel self-quar-
antine for Influenza A(H1N1)
was a handy cover for medi-
cal procedures she underwent,

The President has been suf-
fering dysfunctional bleeding,
likely due to polyps or myoma
in the uterus. She had first
checked into the hospital one
dawn in 2008 for D&C (dilation
and curettage) and left at dusk.

Press Secretary Cerge Re-
monde admitted on Friday
that Mrs. Arroyo had breast
augmentation 20 years ago but
denied reports.that the im-
plants were leaking.

Remonde earlier down-
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played rumors that Mrs. Ar-
royo had checked in at the
Asian Hospital to have her
breast silicone implants re-
moved and replaced.

He said the President was de-
clared irigood health after biop-
sies were conducted on lumps
found in her breast and groin.

The President checked in at
the Asian Hospital last week
after returning from two
weeks of travel fo Japan, Co-

lombia, Brazil and Hong

ong.

Palace officials said Mrs.
Arroyo volunteered to self-
quarantine and follow the
guidelines set by the Depart-
ment of Health after her South
America swing.

Remonde said the President
had undergone a medical
check-up before her trip last
month but “some test results
needed follow-up,” including
the biopsies.




