‘}ZMA not required to jmpose drug price cap’

By MARVIN SY

Malacafiang clarified yes-
terday that President Arroyo
has tKe power but is not re-
quired under the law to im-
pose a price cap on essential
drugs.

“The law gives her the au-
thority to do what needs to be
done in order to address this
problem. She is not required to
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impose maximum prices. She
is given the authority to do so
as a discretion upon the rec-
ommendation of the secretary
ofhealth,” deputy presidential
spokesperson Gary Olivar
said.

Sen. Manuel Roxas II, prin-
cipal author of the cheaper
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medicine law in the Senate,
has criticized the President for
supposedly refusing to sign
the executive order that would
contain the list of drugs to be
covered by the Maximum
Drug Retail Price (MDRP).
The genator has accused
Mrs. Arroyo of conspiring

with multinational drug com-
panies in circumventing the
law.

Olivar emphasized that the
President did not want to im-
pose price control through an
executive order as this might
dismay investors, and would
rather let the drug firms

Tum to Page 5



while the; mocracy or Head, for its part,  “This is the reason why ~population” it sad in a siate-
/GMA  romres e S a2
" she add- d Dennis Carcamo
voluntarily bring down their _bring down their prices volun-  The Cheaper Medicine Law e should have made s “public ed.
prices. tarily. was enacted on June 6, 2008 denouncement at the outset” For the Pharma-
© while its rules _instead of wai Sen- ceutical
ome out with thes respective veskmentpcuandthowayines and reguhunns came outin_ ate o make the disdosur. Association of the
) Dr Philippines
s Gerwve Rivera s:ld the report- (PHAP),  MRP
7 tho i Probe Pfizer ed bribery try revealed the “un- ~should only be a
ewinm . Shoulds
“Health Secretary Francisco ~view our country willbe  key ' oen sk e DOH _ coutcal g & refiects pti
Dugue 11 said the drug firms 73 how corpo-  when full competi-
weregiven10da yvmwhnml}w Olivar said nmnﬂ’ﬁmng‘uawzyaﬁzrm fend e government tion is ot effec-
LOU: “ £ ‘agencies.” tive:”
the iga- Senate President Juan Ponce “PHAP believes
o T Presidentmay olysgntion i fo our peopleand the I therereally was  bribery  Bnvile carle i Pizer's po-  that MRP s ot the
tting of a price _ people’s welfare,” headded.  attempt, we are concerned. The ~ posal to government to release _bestapproach toad-
cap \: she e the it - Chtranaibo s s DOHshould haveinvestgatedit discount cads to indigent Fili-_dressing care:
ceptabl Arroyo was dragging her feet problems of the
b sid that s Ammoyo on the issue of the MDRP asal- whm e et of b Rivera said that the govem:  county since the
wanted to strike a balnnm be- leged by Roxas. ery” Dr: Bu Castro, spokesman - ment’sinacton “or complctyisat _initial MRP
Meen isiness "’W | Asso-  the root of the not include com-
the welfare of mnaumm submitted its recommen ciation (PMA), told The STAR.  pharmaceuticals and the reason  monly used medi-

When shetold the drug rms o regarding MDRP on Tame 30 e Feah A for Do ‘whydrugsremainvery expensive” cine of the poorer
les  HLPOONPPS0233520i005.4if

lational Library of the Philipp



	NLP00NPPS0233520i001
	NLP00NPPS0233520i005

