/GMA to discuss economic,
securitygissues with Obama

By EDITH REGALADO

DAVAOCITY—President Arroyoislook-
ing forward to discussing a host of issues -
particularly economicand security ~with US
President Barack Obama on July 30.
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In a visit to the Philippines last week,
Central Intelligence Agency director Leon
Panetta said Obama’s meeting with Mirs.
Arroyo would likely focus on achieving re-
gional peace and prosperity.

Panetia said the meeting would be an op-

portunity for

B
sues like peace, security and terrorism,” she
told reporters at the Waterfront Insular Hotel
upon her arrival here yesterday from Egypt
e sl 15&. Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) summi

s el e
ling with Obama the
US’ assistance for
peace and develop-
ment of Mindanao.

She also said she

US officials to help
the Philippines gain
more access to US

weed, and milkfish
from Mindanao.

“There would

also be discussions
about the construc-
tion of a US military
base in Guam which
is expected to em-
ploy Filipino work-
ers,” the President
said.
She also said that
she would be meet-
ing with US busi-
ness leaders.

“I would tell
them that the Philip-
pinesis agood busi-
ness destination to
invest in because of
the resiliency of its
economy,” Mrs. Ar-
royo said. She said

climate  change
wouldalsobeon
agenda.
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my issues such as developmentsinfran, North
istan and the Middle East.
The situation in the Middle East s of par-
ticular importance to the Philippines be-
cause 2.4 million of its citizens live and
work in the region.



