STATE OF THE NATION

GMA better
than other
presidents
— Enriles

By MARICHU VILLANUEVA

Despite the scandals that
rocked her administration
since she took over the govern-
ment in January 2001, Presi-
dent Arroyo has “done better”
than her predecessors.

Senate President Juan
Ponce Enrile gave this assess-
ment of the administration of
Mrs. Arroyo, who is set to de-
liver her final State of the Na-
tion Address (SONA) before
the joint opening of the third
session of the 14th Congress
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(economic) slowdown, the collec-
tion of our BIR (Bureau of Internal
evenue) is in danger of being
eroded,” he explained.
On fop of the list of accom-
plishments of the administr
uun, Ensile clted Mrs. Artoye's

i o e opposition’s Partidg
ng Masang Pilipino (PMP)
whose titular head is
deposed  Presi
Joseph Estrada. Enile, a
re-electionist senator, is
touted to head the 12-
man senatorial slate of
he opposition in the
coming May 2010 elec-
tions.
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expressed his belief there would be
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leagues to convene Congress into

administration congressmen ap-
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st month.

Since his assumption as the chief
of the Upper Chamber, Enrile is
proud of the accomplishments of
the Senate under his stewardship
in having passed a number of bills
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Only last Tuesday, Enrile joined
Miss. Amoyo and Vice President
Noli de Castro in the

monics of Republic ACt 9679 that
amended the charter of the Home

i fally credit-
ed the Presiderit for attain-
ing sustained growth of
the Philippine economy
that has cushioned the
country from the severe
impactof the global finan-
cial crisis that has crippled
urope and other
big_economies of the
world.
/One thing though
why we're not s0 muck
affected by Ihe global fi-
nancial t com-
pared to our neighbor:

sure for salary hike,” En-
rile pointed out

ones to international standards like
those in lloilo, Silay, in Davao, Subic
nd Cl

Mutual D Fun

(HMDF) or Pag-BIG Fund. The

signing of RA 9679 came a week
sident als

oy

Bl Nic b el ot
flagship projects ofthe Arroyo admin-
s muded development

5653 thatextended the priod e
Rent Conralaw.

n sessions resume next
week Enrle vowed 1o push forthe

B e e Clat B

 Spedit
il

“to the very dangerous” Halsema
ighway in Province.

3147 0rthe proposed impositon of
3 percent franchise tax in lieu of all
other

govern-

ture, too," he added.
Enrile talked about wide-rang-
ing national concerns in Congress
and_politics during a rous
luncheon meeting he hosted with
STAR editors last Tuesday.
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