Scandals: A guide
to GMA’s legacy

Research by LEI CHAVEZ

The following is a yearly cal-
endar of shock-and-awe stories
that involve corruption in high
places and weak leadership.

2001

‘Payola’ for FG

Barely had President Ar-
royo warmed her seat when
the first in a series of scandals
involving the First Family
erupted. Correspondence sec-
retary Veronica “Bing” Rodri-
go accused First Gentleman
Mike Arroyo of taking a P50-
million bribe in July 2001.

The bribery was said to be
for President Arroyo to recall
her veto on two franchise bills.

(First of a series)
abs-cbnnews.com

The first bill involved the Phil-
ippine Communication Clear-
inghouse which sought a fran-
chise to operate a clearing-
house where telco firms were
to interconnect for a certain
fee. The second bill granted
APC Wireless Interface Net-
work a franchise to build a
wireless telecommunication
system nationwide.

The companies were alleg-
edly owned by Jaime
Dichavez, a close friend of
former President Joseph Estra-
da, who allegedly used Pacifi-
co Marcelo as his dummy.
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According to Rodrigo, a woman named Malou
Nunezrom the oficeo the Prsidential Legisla-
iy Lisison under Gabriel Claudio ap-
R Ml ing <ol the rgocs v vk
Trebills

Rodrigo is a friend of the president, having
been classmates in grade school and high school.
Their parents were close friends.

Marceloalleged that President Arroyo called
him to stop lobbying ise and that
the three ot them - the First Couple and Marcelo
~ will establish their own company. Marcelo

‘The President did not recall her veto of both
Is. Arroyo also said that the First Gentleman
never asked her to recall the veto. Her husband
denled receiving any money and claimed that

Rodrigo was the one wl e. Ro-
drigoater etracted her allegalmns inthe Senate
PCSO ﬁmdl for admin
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berof hecabinet
he godmother’s ties
to the Pinedas
ident Arroyo agreed to
of alleged Jieeng boss Bong Pineda's sor. In an
interview with Tine, she said that sh sought ad-
vice from Manila Archbishop Jaime Cardinal
who said, “The sins of the father are ot the sins
ofthe son.”

Later events revealed the nature of Arroyo's ies
10 the Pinedas. In 2005, during the height of the
Senate probe on the “Hello Garci” scandal, Arm;
‘Capt. Marlon Mendoza quoted Virgilio Garcillano
and said Pineda gave P300 million to fund Ar-
fo0's presidential bid i

“Another witness, Michaelangelo Zuce, nephew
of Garcillano claimed that Pineda’s wife, Lilia
Pineda, handed outenvelopes containing P30,000
sachin ity 2004 dring a party hosted by the

et in her La Vista home in Que:

Pmﬁl Irnm antn-povsm honds‘)
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In October 2001, Roberto Rivero, former con-

(Code-NGO), the PEACe bonds (l"cveny Brad:
tion and Alleviation Ce

sultant of the Philppine Charity tak

claimed that the first gentleman used almost $5

million of PCSO funds to inance the campaign
did

the government supposedly to help raise funds
for the anti-poverty activities of its member or-
izati

&

of
commentators. President. Auvyoas

of the Ombudsman to nvestgat her g
rhe PCSO deni 's accusations. When
ssked by the Onmbrdamman for vidence e, Par
filo Lacson, who exposed this, was unable to
present any.

Years later, in May 2007, another former
PCSO senior executive, Cirilo Avila, said the
funds were made Lo appear as payment for

ad placem ere really used as People
Power Coalmon campaign funds. Avils nar-
rated that s an
Py ey RS b e
The request was approved.
ni Perez’s ‘extortion’

Four days after assuming office, Arroyo award-
ed a $470-million contract to Argentine firm In-
dustrias Metalurgicas Pescarmona Sociedad
Anonima (IMPSA) to rehabilitate a power plant
inLaguna. A few months later, former Manila ep-

ani
NGO used its political connections to profit P14
billion in a series of transactions from the PEACe
bonds worth P35 billion pesos.

‘Code-NGO was chaired by Socorro Camacho-
Reyes,siste of then Finance Secreary Jos scro

-yes denied, in a Senate

hearmg, ot hes e helped her.
Silencing the Marines
Rear Adm. lelcmm Wong, then F]ag Offcer
in Command of the Philippine Navy, ex 3}
regularitis in the Phiippine Matines pmtum—
ment of equipment worth P3.8 mi

hioded ot sl with iarine oFicils.T
Armed Forces chief of staff Angelo Reyes g
Wong another post, chief of the Northern Com-
mand, practically demoting him. This forced
Worg o resign

to omment,President Arroyosaid
Reyes ot tone (e ight i
e i e iy appmmd o

s D ST
rez of extortin e for a jus-
tice depamnenk upmlon e

t the entire

oy Malacanan was given$, and 8 ik
Torienk toFimense.
In April 2008 the ofic of the Ombudsman,
by Merceditas Gutierrez, filed graft charg-
es aga\nat Perez, his wife Rosario, Emest Escaler,
and Ramon Antonio Arceo Jr.

A foul deal
12007, the Philippine Ntional Constzucton
Corp. (PNCC, formerly Construction Devel-

opment Corp. of the thhppmcsmCDCl’)Jv\d
Radstock Securities signed a compromise
apzzement Qs he ENCC t pry Hadstock

P6.2 billion in the fon ces of real
sstate properties; 20% of the outstanding cap-
ftal st and 50% of PNCC’s share

' the gross toll W ae ok ‘e Mania ot
Tollways Corp. for 27 years.
Osmefa lll and Franklin Dri

by the Sandiganbayan in November 2008 as the
Ombudsman filed to expedite the complints,
mal e fror rges, indi
Iy acqmlhng g Perez

Perez’s pending case with the Sandigan-
Bayan is on hi falsifcation of public docu-

gy 2009, Peres filed histhird petition s

cried foul because it disposed of almost all the as-
§ e s e by e .

sident Marcos forced govern-
Thentfinancialinstitutions to exchange A
to them by the company for stocks.

‘The deal, they said, gave Marubeni/Radstock
preferential treatment over other bigger creditors,
particlay government. Asof Decmnber 2002, the
sets

to dismiss g
unethical practices fled against i A'ur R

anawmmn e EPEN S, axSig tothe
liabilities

ly
OF Rty and & s and Nes Worth GALR)
Sigtng that erself approved his SALN
when she assumed office. Perez was then a mem-
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amounting to P69  biion, s bk of which e
from the Philippine government
(To be continued)
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