GMA fashln Igcy
a hit and miss

President Arroyo's fashion legacy is one of hits and misses, much
like her presidency.

The most awaited of her fashion statements each year are her
gowns for State of the Nation Address (SONA) events, where guests’
and politicians’ dresses sometimes become as talked about as na-
tional issues.

In almost all her SONA speeches, President Arroyo always wore |
Filipiniana clothing like fernos and “Maria Claras,” except in 2001
and 2002, when she donned embellished pantsuits.

“In her first two SONA events, [ believe she was trying to project
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Rating her SONA regalia
The designers interviewed by abs-
chnNEWS,com said Arroyo's Filipiniana
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Bragais said she would create a hand-
embroidered three-piece set of dyed tu-
nicinspired pifa jacket, top, and pants
Rancy would itch theboleroype “pan-
uelos’ for simply embroidered
bibe top tevios fogive Anroyo's neckline
some room.

Some of her outfits suited her figure
more than others. For example, her
deep red-beaded “panuelo”
and her intricately beaded Persian bluc
caver-up in 2005, only emphasized her
small shoulders and face, giving the im-
pression that the clothes were engulf-
ing her frame.

Bautista and Rancy said her gowns
‘could use less embroidery like beads and
‘sequins, and more of elegant accents like
quality fabricsor finy cloth rosetes.“Some-
times simpler s better” Bautista said

y recommends that Arroyo wear
more classic modern jewelry, like dia-
monds or pearls, instead of the bulk,
heirloom antique pieces she wore in 2005
and 2006,

Healso pointed out that Arroyo's hair-
style, shortand sweptslightly across her
orhead,barelychanged fvoughouther

speeches. “I think she should try
P
would do,” Rancy said.

A fashionable President?
Often, a Presidents ashion choicesare

pieced together by a team of stylists who
Fiomy abot what e orshe will weat ata
particular day and time, leaving heads of
states to worry about “more important

from her SONA fermo outfits, Ar-
royo's day-to-day wardrobe include casu-
alto corporate attireoften foshioned by her
loyal tea of designers IC Buendia, o
ate, Rem Divino, and Inrio e
Hair and makeup is handled
er Miranda, jewelry s usually Randied
by Gabby Panlilio, while wardrobe and
accessories are handled by Joanne Zapan-
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ta-Andrada, a former fashion model and
close family friend of the Arroyos. - Kris-

tine Servando, abs-cbnNEWS. com/
Newsbreak
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