‘My termends in 2010’

5 VAR e BT GMA: No
extension.
martial law

By PAOLO ROMERO
Presbent Rrvang came
esterday at

or etiee in i e st State

style of governance and
vowing fo continue to
“fight” for the welfare of
ordinary Filipinos and the
| economy up to the last day
of her term in June 2010.
“At the end of this speech 1
shall step down from this
stage, but not from the presi-
dency. My term does not e
until next year. Until then, |
willfight for the ordinary Fii-

on
Thereis much to do as head of
state — o the very last day,”
Mrs. Arroyo said.
ring a magenta terno
and sporting a hairstyle simi-
Tar to what she had when she
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was sworn into office in 2001, Mrs.
Arroyo started her SONA with a
prayer for the cancer-ricken former
resident Corsaon Aguino, whom
she later
She sid under her adminisration,
the economy grew stronger despite

pressures and economic coniains
that could push y steps back
A o e dh
“I have no flinched,  have ot fal-
tered. Hindi ako unatras sa hamor
don' rum away from challenges).” she
said.

rs. Arroyo said she has never
done any of the things that “have
cared my worst criics so mucl

a democracy means not just an emp-
ty liberty but a ful life for all”

growth

‘people power. Asia was surgingbutour
was on the brink of bankup!

second to Japan. | want our
Republic to be ready for the first
world in 20 years,” she said.
ince 200, the economy posted
for

oS, Asroyo,poined out that in
2008 up 1 the fis quater of 2005
the Philippines stood among onl
few economies in Asia-Pacific
did not shrink.
oo

the global
try's democracy remained
ite soverl Acsiabldaion vt

of massive corruption and efforts to
amend the Constitution to purport-
sdly prolong her tay i offics The
International Monetary Fund and the
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conact this
She sld she never declared mar-
callaved nnd neveropresseda dsie
togrend
& O Giime B
]ramumnhuum s natng na hree

in the three E
mentand education. There e mary
perils that we must still guard
ainst,” she said.
“Some say that after this SONA,
itwillbeallpolitics, Sorry, but there’s
more work.” She thanked Filipinos

opponents.”
el

hadows,” she sai
She justified her fre-
uent forei
Whishcailicebave
basted as a
‘misuse of public funds,
lso defended
her strong moves to
quell various destabili-
zation and coup at-
tempts since 2001, say-
ing she was able o re-
solve the crises “with
the odinary powers of

Mg crmcx call : dic-

tator:

arereally afraid of i their
kness in the face of
this self-imagined

threat,” she pointed out.
"Tsay o e donot

the complesxities of our government
and what it takes to move the coun-
t forward.Givetheeectoas el
choices aninotjustsweet kM
Akl L il kep seady
hand on the tille, keeping the ship
oftateswayfrm the sg\alﬁ:wssome
ring it straight on
“Foure L setIn 2001 she sad.

that democracy can be

threatened. Tell us what

fouvildowientisat
know what t

“try to sustainit by wise

ile not naming names, the Presi-
dent delivered heavy punches to some
of her strongest citics, who were appar-
ntly former President Joseph Birada,

Pangasinan Rep. Jose de Venecia r, &

R o e Mot

tosolve. And we dld k" she sl

sed, with-
out proa, o asing my ofike or personal
ot Many ofthose whosaccuse me of it
tyles and spending habits that

‘make them walking proofs of that crime.”
We an ead their frustatons, They

had the chance to serve this good cot

try and they blew It by serving them

selves,” she sai

se wholivein glass houses should
in

cast o stone, Those who hould
plsoise sl

ave been here” she sad, pparontly
ferring to Estrada’s detention and convic-
tion for Iundcr Mrs. Arroyo pardoned

rly after his conviction by
Sandiganbayan in October

‘Apparently referring to her erstwhile
ally De Venecia, she said the “noisiest
ritics of constitutional reform tirelessly
and shamelessly attempted Cha-cha
(Charter change) when they thought they

could take advantage of a shift in the

form of gover

“Now thatthey feel they cannot benefit
fromi, they opposeit;” the President said.

said“as the seedsoffncamental
4 o

Highestexerie ofdemocacy voling”
i el

tial ambitions, for using the Cheaper
Medicine Law issue to lambast her. She
said she exercised her powers under the
law toincress the numberof mecicine

ose prices are to be

Just do Il

To those who want o be Pesident,
this advice: I you really want somethiny
k=) st to doit. Do hard. Do t wel
Dol D pander. And
don'tsay bad words in public,”she said,
apparently refering 1o Rowas swear
words during an anti-Charter change ral-
yinMalat Cvlyx in December.

id being the President
el Gt yoms wag nok sy aal
was full of isks, but countered it by work-
ing “24/7 and being ready for any con-
tingency any cisl, anywhers anyime.”

isn'ta day I do not work at my

job or a waking moment when I do not
think through a work-related problem,”
she said.
“Even my critics cannot begrudge the
long hours I put in. Our people deserve
a government that works just as hard as
they do,” she pointed out;

“Everything right can be undone by

ren asingle wrong, Every step
‘must be taken in the teeth of political
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, when some

‘people, bad news for our citcs
1 did not become President to be
2 popular Towork oledd, o protect
d prserve our countey our peo-
pl, that 8 why | became President
When my father let the presidency,

sfowth for 33 quar
ters; more than doubled its size
{rom $7¢villion 10815 lion she
said, The average Gross Domestic
Product growth f

s i of 2009 » the hghest
in 43 years
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