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Faster than Erap, FVR, %orv

By MALOU MANGAHAS
Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism
(First of Three Parts)
A fortnight ago in her ninth State of the Nation Address, Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo fired sharp, staccato broadsides at her critics, and in a tone bold and
boastful declared: “I am falsely accused, without proof, of using my pesition

for persanal profit.”

“There isn’t a day,” she said, “I do not
work at my job or a waking moment when
I do not think through a work-related
problem. Even my critics cannot begrudge
the long hours I put in.”

“A president must be on the job 24/7,
ready for any contingency, any crisis, any-
where, any time,” Arroyo continued, be-
cause “the people deserve a government
that works just as hard as they do.”

By all indications, President Arroyo has
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worked very hard. In fact, she has worked
50 hard that during her first years as pres-
ident, official records show her declared
wealth as growing faster, and by amounts
much bigger, than the combined growth
in the declared wealth of three presidents
before her.

The late President Corazon C. Aquino’s
declared net worth grew by only 4.8 percent
from 1989 to 1992. By comparison, Fidel V.
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