‘NY dinner report exaggerated;
no taxpayers’ nfoney spent’

Malacafiang branded yes-
terday as “grossly exaggerat-
ed” and “fruits of a poisoned
tree” reports that President
Arroyo and her party spent
$20,000 for dinner in an up-
scale New York restaurant dur-
ingher working visit to the US.

Press Secretary Cerge Re-
monde blamed the militant
group Bayan for the reports,
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which he said is on a mission
to “spread agitation propagan-
da against the administration
of President Arroyo.”

Remonde sald Bayan is a
fron

lic anger.
“This report is grossly exag-
gerated being a black propa-
ganda as it is,” he said.
Remonde was among Mrs.
the

dedicated to oveﬂhrowmg the
government b

He describad the repon on
the dinner as “agitation propa-
ganda” aimed at stoking pub-
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Arroyo's din-
ner at the famous Le Cirque
restaurant.
Malacafiang on Saturday said
Leyte Rep. Martin Romualdez
Turn to Page 5



NY dinner romeeer =

hosted the dinner and footed the bill

the dinner cost Romualdez
According to Remonde,they went to th rstaurant o °a

Was‘hmgm after the meeting e el Arroyo ot
ident Barack Obama at the White House.
“Of course we were very hungry then
‘There were only about two tables taken
. (by the group) and what weardered
*asetmenu thatis; n to restaurants
and hotes around e world,”he seid.
| Remonde said “there was soup, salad,
the main course, drinks and of course tea
or coffee ater”
o report tatther wersxpere
sive champage o fany food fems

ot e Remondesaic Juan dela Crz
0 ot et abingle e sihatetis
ple dinner”

Remonde said he got the impression
that Romualdez was a friend of the res-
taurants owner or che

Quezon Rep. Danilo Suarez, one of the
28 lawmakers who accompanied Mrs.
‘Arroyo during the US visit, said the price
tag for the dinner was “reasonable.”
¢ The food is good but the place is not
“fashionable. With our numbers, the

Since Filipinos are hospilable people,

who accompaniet
them to partake of
dinner, m:\udmg

1y ‘ersormel
igned (o the Presi
dentby theState De-
i
“I don't see any-
thing wiong, It 1
pected for critcs

of nothing just for
the sake of media

milage”hesal
oS i
e Pusiire

£O. mong
{the President’s en-
tourage during the
US visit, the dinner
was “outlandish”

opinion, by
far, is) it was too excessive for the circum-
ancsofthecounry andevenift s
for by anothe person hat person i ot
0 Fesklet Areoyo v Bl i
o for by Mlacatang then [ would ey
that perhaps the Presiderit s undier
togive the representatives some of her time
<because they harcly see her. Some of them
‘were ona shopping spree;” Santiago said.
i According to the New York Post re-
por President Atoyo ordered 11 botles
mpagne priced at $510 per
botte.

- The entourage also feasted on Osetra
Javias ($1400 poriveounces) a“Chefs |
fenu,” or wine paired with a |
dish (8,500 for 5 orders) and a “three-
‘course Chef's Seasonal Menu” (§1450 for
2 orders) |
Appetizers included lobster salad,
Awild e shell
qcrab temy |
Santiago sid she didnot foin the din-
ner because she ha rom

ronic fatigue syndrome. - She learned
bout the lavish Ainner the next day

:".m
,

resident, when the chief exccutive
, that she orders hotel food and
Sometimes ateat Vietnamese estaurants
herea rice meal cossanly SI0.
She added s bl i the
Le Cirque have -pres
“for the privilege i)

“1 don't like that. I feel very uncom-

Hfortable, dressing up for evening func-

tions where I need to wear makeup and
jewelry,” Santiago sai

o the Palace an sl

{fed advice to just apoloize for

~uhm,..dg13\ P

+ “There is no need to cover it up. Sim-

“ply say whowere present, who footed the

A ) say Rat it won't happen

B o
jcsarena poston o i
{dinner that happened on the eve of Mrs
FArmoyo's return to the country in time
" reach the wake of former President Cora-
zon Aquino. The former president was.
buried last Aug
“Well it is a constitutional provision,
e right of the people for informatior:
n matters of public concern shall be rec-
gnized,” she said. - With Christina
{Mendez, Jess Diaz, Helen Flores

ational Library of the Phil
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