I have never profited
from my office - GMA

By PAOLO ROMERO

President Arroyo main-
tained yesterday that she
has never and will never
use her position for per-
sonal profit even as she
strongly denied manipu-
lating her statements of as-
sets, liabilities and net
worth (SALN) that showed
her net worth doubling in
the last eight years.

Her lawyer, Romulo
Macalintal, said the President
vehemently denied “any re-
port or speculation alleging
defect or her non-compliance
with the law in filing her
SALN.”

A report from the Philip-
pine Center for Investigative
Journalism (PCIJ) said that
based on her SALNs, Mrs. Ar-
royo’s declared net worth
more than doubled from P66.8
million in 2001 to P143.54 mil.
lionin 2008, or bigger than the
combined growth in declared
wealth of her three immediate
predecessors,  including
former President Joseph Estra-
da, who was convicted for
plunder.
“The President reiterates
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preparation of her SALN “is most un-
d for.”

He said the report “would accuse the Presi-
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‘The United Opposition (UNO) said tis
seriously concened over reports o “ex;
nential growih” n the wealth of Pesicent

ly during her term,
which exceeded the growth in the wealth
ofall the three presicents before her spokes-
‘man Emesto Maceda said yesterday.

“The PC] report confirns what people
have long known. Arroyo has flouted the
rulleson accountability and transparency in
government and has madie a bad example
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Vikoda B e Pt B
that the et Pmsxdenl Corazon C. Aqui-
no's declared net worth grew by only 4.8
percent rom 1969 to 199
He said, by comparson Fidel . Ra-
A t from 1992
199, and Joieph Bl Eyemml:‘shada s
by 7.3 percent From o8
I various allowances are R
royo's monthly pay would total
R1501000 2 oot PLE milon o yea
‘before tax. Yet even then, this represents
reent of the P1097.mllon av-
erogeannulincrasein Mrs. Aroy s
The preident’s SALNs, howeves of
ferfow cues o explainthebigdiffrene,
 has other lawful sources
e smd thatsince 2001, the prosident
has apparently taken the path of
compliance” insteadof gong or flldis
dlosure n orm and substance of her as-
d liabilities, in accordance with the
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had enriched herself dur-
ing her eight years in office
lsabela Rep. Rodolfo Albano Il saw
nothing wrong in Mrs. Arroyo’s net
worth since her wealth came from legiti-
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Camiguin Rep. Pedro Romualdo said
the report on Mrs. Arroyo’s wealth is in-

complete.

“lishould have included details about
the increase on President Arroyo's net
worth,”

Romualdo said being an economist,
Mrs. Arroyo had madle some good signi-
icant investments that earned dividends.

“It seems that the battle among news-
‘papers to boost s circulations i to re-
port negative stories,”

“How about iews? What hap-

ned to the posifive gains of this admin-
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