Fresident fstoyo Saed
ent’s P800-million ct

emergencies ike calamities
rein s, Bukidnon Rep

ona il revealed

"She exhausted not only Malacafang's

National Library of the Philippines

up the govern-

tingency fund for  travel funds but also the P800-milion appro- - Speaker Prospero Nogralos s week
er

frsquent _priatofor emergencie in the 208 atonel

“Lhave a copy of he report. An asisant

budget he o

NLPOONPPS0240101010 £if

d n a Com-
mitsion on At (COA) report submitted to

Sk ey it .
‘Guingona said the COA findings show that
the 2008 contingency fund was not

i Mi

expensive dinner inNew York City oth-
St controversial$20000mela kioa ok
& Cirque Frenchr
e, there was & second diner in New
York But T was ot there. [ had ofher engager
‘ments,” he s
T i iy where it was exactly or

Arroyo had to augment it by P120

million.

entation was also ex-
hausted,” he added.
G

how much
Text messages purportedly coming from a

staff member of the Philippine embassy in

Washington claim that Mi

enjoyed two dinners at LeCnrque

pposedly paid for the New
tudi

travel

fiween 2003 and 2007 by P16 billion.

pShe has only PLL billon under
e ammual bud spent
757 ilon et poc b
Fio said the House of Re

i Sy discovered the

8

York City d
meal on Aug,2 for which Press Secretary Cerge
onde claimed Leyte Rep. Martin Romual-
dez shelled out $20,000.
iges lso claim it was the embassy
I.hntpmd[ma&?ﬁm ight suite for the Pres-
ident and 60 §950-a- mg}u rooms for her con-
i 1

hearings.
“But the House is dominated by
the Presdent’s allis s they just
tumn a blind ey
Heaccused the Presdent o vio-
lating the annual budget law “be-
not

e Fxrst Lady Imelda Ro-
musldez M
i g
1r0y0' favorite congressional compapiona
‘whenever she travels abroad.
On Thursday, Suarez claimed that he wasthe

ters at
aWashington DC

rized her to
et b i e

coA audit pusllad

details on how and when Mala-
fangs travel

priation for contingencies were used.
Mrs.

R e e
Teview the “lavish” spening of President A
oy ip.

Rep. Teddy C

el was her weeklong working visit
to the United States two weeks ago.

o the office of COA chairman Reynalda
Vxl.la(, and handed him a two-page ltercon-

Iy duetoatleas twoexpensve
i Fresidentand her e
rage of more than 50 enjoyed in
posh fetautants n Washingtonand
Rew Yok Ci
Sen. Francis Escudero has criti-
cized Mrs. Atroyo's frequent trav-
els abroad, saying she has spent
re billion in taxpayers’
money for them.

. He
the “whole truth about e
e et
He also invoked Republic Act 6713, or the
G Condud o Fublic Official, which
by government off:
e
New York and Washingion:
“Like most of our countrymen, T wonder,
what other lavish expenses were made by the
Philippine delegation?” he asked. Casiio finds

US viit she “cr- 6 n
Tokyo, then to Los Angeles, Colom- _bills were footed by a private entity”
bia, Brazil, Dubai, and Hong Kong _ Casifio, fellow Bayan Muna Rep. Satur
re 10 Manila hesoid.~ Ocampo and Gabricla Rep. Liza Maza filed
tep

has spent a ol of PSS bilion for
‘more than 50 foreign trips she has
‘made since 2001

in a recent television interview,
Maceds sxd appropriatons in the

ductan inquiry on the matter

s i el “wihin the jurisdc.
tion of COA to determine, through a special
audi, if public fundswskmguhdyusgdznd
iflaws and policies were violat

annual budgets for the President’s  Anakpawis Rep. Joel Maglunsod said Mal-
o tolaa 733 bilen acafiang must present to the public a detailed
"“In addition to these, there are con- ~accounting of all expenses of the President’s
luding h
foreign travel. Mrs. Arroyo has re- latest tip to the US.

ips,” he said. “he said.
Hesaid e got isdta from he _ “Theexpensive dinnerat Le Crqueand the
anage- ing:

ment and the Senale finance com-  ton are ust the tip of the iceberg. Mrs.
of and her entourage are deﬁm(dy x'endmg
e was  more than what they should d e jun

chairman for _Kefs” Maglunsod added.

five years.

that Bscude-
xo's Pa-billion
figure appar-
ently did not
include
alignments
tingency
funds.

Mea
while, Quezon

that Presi-
dent Arroyo
and her large
entouragehad

meals were paid for by pri‘
vateindividual or govermment oficals, M
Arroyo has a lot of expl
expenses during her tips and ex swelling
wealth,” he said.

“It i evident that Mrs. Arroyo and ofher
public officals joining wor state vis-
T viated Republic Act 713 or the Code of
Conduct and Ethical Standards for Public Of:
ficials and Employees,” Maglunsod said.

No excuse
“The report that the consulate in New York

cafang’s claim that taxpayer's money was not
oot o e Le Gl o’ Nikad Gy
Hiarh s PR B e ey

Sid. - With Belon Porcalla, Chistna Men
dez, Jose Rodel Clapano



