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By ROEL PARENO

ZAMBOANGA CITY - President Arroyo yesterday
ordered the “rapid annihilation” of the Abu Sayyaf ex-
tremists in Mindanao following last Wednesday’s
bloody gunbattle in Basilan that left over 50 people, in-

cluding 23 soldiers, dead.

Mrs. Arroyo also warned
the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) guerrillas who
joined the Abu Sayyaf in the
fighting that they would be
hunted down despite the pre-
vailing suspension of offen-
sive military operations
(SOMO) with the Muslim
rebel group.

“The war against terror
must be pursued. The annihi-
lation of the Abu Sayyaf must
be done,” Mrs. Arroyo told a
command conference of secu-
ity officials led by Defense
Secretary Gilbert Teodoro and
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) chief Gen. Victor
Ibrado at the Western Mindan-
a0 Command (Westmincom)
headquarters here.

Teodoro said the President
tasked the military and all se-
curity forces “to complete all
efforts in annihilating terror-
ism” in Basilan, coupled wil
vigorous civil-military opera-
tions.

“The instruction of the Pres-
ident (is that) the war against
terror must be pursued. The
annihilation of the Abu Sayyaf
must be done,” Teodoro said.

Mzs. Arroyo tasked the AFP
to coordinate its efforts with lo-
cal government units to vigor-
ously bring economic develop-
‘mentand social services, partic-
ularly to areas where the Abu
Sayyaf is known to operate,

Mrs. Arroyo also gave in-
structions to review the results
of military operations against
the Abu Sayyaf to enable the
AFP, particularly Task Force
Trillium in Basilan, to improve
their strategy against the ex-
tremists.

She said the recent military
operation would serve as the
road map in the fight against
terrorism “in its bigger form
with the emphasis on rapid
result.”

Part of the instructions of
the President was to ensure
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