GMA’s US dinner host admits applying for P1-B loan

Quezon Rep. Darilo Suare admttd yes
terday that his family s applying
e e e e
owned Development Bank of the Philippines
and two other banks but siressed he was not

By JEss DiAZ
Oust Nogralo Ml House, does 17"

Meanwhile, Suarez called for the ouster of
Nograles as Speaker for failure to carry out an

he paid for a lavish dinner for her and her en-
tourage during her recent US visit
Suarez was part ofa 28-member delegation

should take over Nogrles and Javier'sp
tions if they are booted out.

he can run
Fouse beter?” he asked.

lly, T suggest that f he has com-

plaints, he should take it up with the leader-

mentAdvisory CounlLedao)fr th approvel
by th

“There's something wiong with e House

=
ing my best {0 work hard and \hmgs are not
petfect,” he said.

panied Mrs. Arroyo and her husband to the
US, Speaker Prospero Nograles led the dele-
gation.

Suares daimed it o e who paid S15000
for dinner for rroyo and her party at
Bobby Varv's steak house in Washington, afer
the event was featured in a gossip column in
the Washinglor

okt o e o ot
th Fresident und hér husband 1o expensive

hes o ver they travel
abroad. He is one of Mrs. Arroyo's favor-
ieforeign travel companions.

nother dinner in New Yok City cost

520000, Malacaangsad Lev
Romasies oo b batthe o
gresman infurnpointed 10 i broher
ast

he dinners have sparked public up-
roarin the county.

AR colosist ks Bondoce
posed he Suarez family corporation'soan,

As for Romualdez, Bondoc said the

taken from a sequestered ba
Suarexsaid i family corporation ap-
plicd for the loan with DB, Banco de Oro
er state firm, the Land Bank,

more then our years e,
He said the loan would be used to build

a 10-megawatt power plant using coco-
Totasaafon

aid the banks are evaluating the
project “based on its viability, and we
think the plant is viable.”

Suarez said he has never interfered in

the banks’ decision-making process or
Iobbied wnlv Malacanang for the loar's
appro

e et bt daiend
lants potenial orgenerating jobs with

abinet meeting
morethat two years ago.

s fortheirUS trip Suaressid he did
not know who paid for
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1ot know whom to reimburse.

Nograles carlier said that since the trip.
was an invitation from the US govern-
ment, he assumed the US shouldered the
expenses.

But US embassy spokesperson Rebec-
@ Thompson denie the US government

royo and her entourage
nd sad the US provided only seuriy
protection for the President
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Nothing o these bils he tld
the: >erye A [omm in Quezo
aid had Nograles

e h.gﬁmin tax-

od by Finance Secretary Margaits. Tsves, is

ecauseit will et
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of ing costy,

‘He said Ledac agreed on the need for the

notenore he bils soon he would

that the measures be rel

mitee a..d it
e May 2010 tections st tapproacy
time,” hestressed.

ropose
red from the com-

wish for highersin
taxes during her State of the Nation Address
lastJuly 27

But according to former Department of Fi-
nance undersecretary Milwida Guevarra, such
advocacy was just “fip service” since

approval of th \g 2 meet-

'DOF proposals for hig

pani th
first half of the year would not have soared to
P18 billon.

Sought for comment, Nograles said, “Well,

Suarer, stressed that aside from Nograles,
t el Javi

family’s Forbes Park home.

commitee chairman, should lso be emaved

House allies to approve the sin tax and mobile

‘not mean he can change the leadership in the
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for sitting o
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ous about seeing the measures hurdle Congress.



