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GMA, FG cleared in ZTE deal

* Abalos, Neri
to face raps

* Mendoza

ZTE execs
also cleared
By DELON PORCALLA

and HOAEL FUNGHEBAVAN

The Office of the Om-
budsman has cleared Pres-
ident Arroyo and First
Gentleman Jose Miguel
Arroyo of graft in connec-
tion with the botched $329-
million national broad-
band network (NBN) deal
with ZTE Corp. of China,
but indicted former elec-
tions chief Benjamin Aba-
10s and Social Security Sys-
tem president Romulo
Neri.

The me two years
after businessman Jose de

Veneci
of the former House speaker,
exposed thealleged anomalies
in the deal and implica
First Gentleman and Abalos.
Details of alleged wheeling
e deling muliilin dolr
bribes, and even a murder at-
temp s sul[.mcd it sevecsl

man Merceditas
Gutlerrez, 2 law school class.
mate o M Arroyo, in.lubited
fromthe case
cachment raps for allegedly
ﬁmg;mg e v
on other highlevel corrup-
O e vl etk
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ecutor; Rodolfo Elman, assistant ombuds-

/GMA, FOgg- &

‘man; Cesar Asuncion, director; and Jesus.
1 prosectitor.

The Ve tigned by
Emilio Gonzales I, deputy ombudsman

smissed were the complaints
fied aga.m ZTE offcias Lore For
0so, Elmer Sonefa,

009 - Zhuying, Fan v.,., o Hou Wet

Dutas approved oy on Aug; 27 by overall

at a press conference
that it reeetved s Copy ofthe Ormbrade-

lcoffcals” oravilain of Arice2i2of
the ‘enal Code,
nmmmnded agams[ Abeiow bich il e

odged befrehe Metrpoltan il Cout
e enastapong Ci

Consof on o Republic Act 3019
or the Anti-Graftand Corrupt Practices Act
will be filed against Abalos and Neri be-
fore the Sandiganbayan.

Ao ceared n the case ere Iney de

inand Trnsportaion Secea

andso M

Th ich filed the

an Rep. Risa Hontiveros-
Baraduel sad that with the ruling, they
are now urging Abalos and Ner to
“speak up” and reveal everylhu\g they
Ko sbout the NBN.ZTE el

She said the impeachment cases ATY0
i be pursted.
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Hesid there would be no more egal acion fomHisoffce

“We've always been confident. They
o

whi
i OO A Amoyo,
De Venecia and Mendoza were cleared
#due to lack of le cause.” Mirs. Ar-
royo was not indicted because she is im-
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we've proper-
Iy presented our factual and legal eferse,”

Ruy Rondain told The STAR over the _

phore.
He said he has yet to receive a copy of

He declined to comment on the cases of the other co-accused.
bl fomerchairnan of the Commision on Hlectos, -

mmmymnn(mnelh e nof with the pric
s i

ng (of ZTE project;” he said. Abalos
lemed of the Ombuisman decsion only
when called by The
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o De Venicis that he i e to broker
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Nex hadestted beore e Senteabout

mapparentattemptby Abalosobribe i
onvince him o endorse the p

be given any weig]
He was caming that [ s broker
ing for the project. But he
who kept o coming to Wack Wack (golt
club). Kung ako langan sa karya,
bty angpinta ng punm sa akin (1§ T'm
from him,
s why is it that it was he sl kepton
>

it e
against him was “based on assumption.

Neri also expressed surprise over the
Ombudsman's de

“The Ombudsman filed criminal
charges against me?” Neri asked, almost
incredulously.

“I cannot comment about it. T don't
know anything about that,” Neri said.

P
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tion on the case.
He agreed that the evidence against M.
Amoyo was not strong.
De Venecia claimed that d
ing at Wack Wack Golf and Coungy Clu,
Vi Aroyoalisgedly ol him o Backoft
from the NB!
“The evidence zngmmmnwo)u,.m
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‘The First Gentleman evaded the Senate
inguiries on the NBN deal, citing health

concems.
e Bl Ribbon will push hrough i

ingforthem. They an come er o et
£y the senator

[y N——
alive,” Gordon added.

The Blue Ribbon chairman has been vo-
cal about the Ombudsmars being unable
;::(llwﬂt\ymlheule,u theene
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