A off to Libya with,_‘very lean’ delegation

By PIA LEE-BRAGO

President Arroyo will leave
'.hls afternoon with “a very
n” ion to attend the

stahes,
sources said

Alncan Union (AU) summit in
Tripoli, Libya that wil also be

yesferday the President was
supposed to attend only the
of the Great

for her to meet
with the heads of African

Nationa Libraryof the Philippines.

Al Fateh Revolution on Sept.

NLPOONPP So2an3aion it

1 upon the invitation of Liby-
an leader Col. Muammar Qad-
afi.

o

But the Department of For-
eign Affairs (DFA) announced
on Friday that the President

would also attend the AU spe-
cial summit to allow her to
meet with officials of African
states which are also members
of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM),
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Palace officials refused wﬂmwame forthe President to
attend

it of the President to Libya or canenﬁag ‘more dynamically

o any ofher country this with the couniries of Africa

‘month. ho wouldbe thre o he AU
Press Secretary Cerge Re- sum
oiite Sk e e Hastnip S Bk b ek

b i ik i g o e
foreign visits would come Theseare ike obligations,” the
from the DFA. offcial sai
“The Palace has been tight- ~Qaddafi also nvited Mrs.
lipped on maters relatig lo. Artoo o atlend the AU Spe-
the President’s foreign vi ug, 31.
sy Sl ¥4 R
excesivly lorge delegatons goverment has invited lead-
lavish spending were re- ors and dignitaries from sever-
ported s the media al countries to attend the anni-
e President is also set to ~versary celebrati
attend the first Special NAM  The visit from Sept. 102,
i ter-  the DFA said, would sustain
fith Dialogue and Coopera- _the ties between the Philip-
tion for Peace and Develop- pines and Libya since 197
ment, which the Philippines when diplomatic rlations

williostromDec 103, werectablish
itially, it was being  Libya played » signfcant
planned for her to attend the _role in bringing peace and de-

et e e A o and
iy could only be confirmed was nstrumental 1ot &
Ihieh later”"a DFA offiial, clusion of the 1976 Teipoli
'ho asked ot to be named, - Agreement and in the 199
n

R
FA sources said the Presi- the Philippine government
ek o straight to. and the Moro National Liber
Manila from Li ation Front.
et oot Y highieveof
40th anniversa al visits hay ent,
‘Al Fateh Revolution. cappedby resue oL
Mrs. Arroyo was nvited by ya ofthe President n uly
Libya,
AU, toattend the two-day spe-  three workshops on e
cial summit on the setflement ~peace and security iss
ofconlcsin Afia aimed ot Executive Councll meeting,
addressing peace and security - and an assembly of heads of

issues in the cont e
DFA offical said he Pesi-  During he visit t Libya,
dent’s v clcgationis_ the Presigent intends to mee

R coua of Fasig Al it thshepos ke o et
Secretary Alberto Romulo, La-  of Senegal, Burkina Faso, Mali,

and ffairs Undersec. i d for o
retary for Special Concerns _er status1n the Organization of
Rafael Seguis. Islamic Conference.

‘Another official said, “It is ~With Marvin Sy
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