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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

Sen. Richard Gordon yesterday called on President
Arroyo and her husband Jose Migtiel Arroyo to explain
their presence at the ZTE main office in China at the
height of the controversy surrounding the $329-million
national broadband network (NBN) contract in 2006.

Gordon, chairman of the
Senate Blue Ribbon committee,
said the First Couple should be
cited for impropriety or possi-
ble violation of ethical conduct.

Gordon said the Arroyos
went to the Shenzhen Golf
Club in China, even played
golf and had lunch with ZTE
officials on Nov. 2, 2006.

A scandal later erupted,
with reports alleging that the
award of the NBN contract
was being rigged to favor sev-
eral individuals, Gordon said.

Gordon said the President
should explain her meeting
with ZTE officials at a time
when there were supposed ef-
forts by the camps of former
House speaker Jose de Venecia
Jr. and former elections chief
Benjamin Abalos to corner the
‘multimillion-dollar deal.

The senator noted that Mrs.
Arroyo and her husband had
been exonerated of any liabili-
ty by the Ombudsman over the
signing of the NBN deal with
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