Formal peace gab with MILF to start early January

Formal peace talks between the

it and the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) are ex-
of January

next yw in Kuala Lumpur.
Chief government peace
tiator Silvestre Afable said there

before moving on to the lormul
opening of the peace talks
secessionist group.

“We are now facing three distinct
phases, one of which is the peace
talks proper which is expected to start
first week of January,” Afable said.

Twooumphasummomlks
he said, are the and re-

Afable said President Gloria
A

yo would bring "the

In the ceasefire process, Afable
said the advance party of the
ceasefire monitoring team, is ex-
pected to arrive in Mindanao on

‘Thls is a seven-man team of
officers who will look at

the terrain and determine the facili-
ties and other things they would
need for their itori

of peace in

during her official visit to Bahrain.

The rehabilitation process,
Afable said, is being done through
the multilateral trust fund being

by the World Bank that

is expected to be infused after the
peace accord is signed.

“The World Bank, at this point, is
setting up with what they call the joint
need

team. After this, we expect that the
main body of the ceasefire monitor-
ing team will be deployed,” he said.

to determine the
specific projects that would be
implemented after the accord is
signed,” he said.



