RP, Bahrain pledge to further strengthen ties

MANAMA Bahrain — The
Philippines and Bahrain under-
scored the importance of expand-
ing relations with the Gulf Coop-
eration Council Countries (GCC)

ine companies in the region, and
1ac»|mes offered by the Kingdom
of Bahrain for private companies
operating in the offshore, insur-
ance and banking sectors.

and the Association of Southeast The first meeting of the Bahrain-
Asian Nations as well as strength-  Philippines Joint High Commis-
ening ties with the Asia Coopera-  sion to follow-up their agreements
tion during the state visit to develop bilateral relations will
here of President Gloria beconvened nextyear.
gal-Arroyo. The President and King Shaikh
In a joint statement issued fol- Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa agreed
the President's visit on De- to increase the bilaleral trade by
cember 14 and 15, both officials
agreed to benefit from Bahrainas and buscnessmen organizing and
a regional center to di the ialized exhibi-
products and services of Philip- nons and supponing efforts to fa-

cilitate all forms of transport, in
addition to strengthening coopera-
tion between stock exchanges.
On terrorism, the two sides
stressed the importance of
ing cooperation in coun-
tering terrorism in all its forms, and
of combating and condemning vio-
lence. They called for the combat-
ing of terrorism through compre-
hensive international measures
under the auspices of the United
Nations.
On the Middle East issue, both
countries affirmed the

beginning the implementation of
the roadmap in order to achieve a
just and comprehensive peace in
the region.

The two countries also reaf-
firmed the importance of strength-
ening their commercial and eco-
nomic cooperation and signed a
protocol to amend and supple-
ment the Air Services Agreement
of 1992, as well as a Memoran-
dum of Understanding on Tourism
and a Memorandum of Under-
standing on Technical Education.

of Palestine and Israel returning
to the negotiating table and of

Existing ags
the two governments were like-
wise activated.



